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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T H E following extraordina- 

iy Hiſtory will prove either 
acceptable or not to the reader; 3 
in either caſe, it ought to be a 
matter of indifference to him from 
what quarter, or by what means, 
he receives it. 


+ $4 4 a 


But if curioſity demands a ſa- 
tisfaction of this kind, all that he 
can receive is only this, that I 
found it among the papers of my 
late father. 


Upon a peruſal of it, I found 


It both pleaſing and inſtructive, 
A 2 -- * "ot 


1 


not unworthy of the moſt ſen- 
ſible reader; highly fit to be pe- 
ruſed by the youth of both ſexes, 
as a rational, moral entertain- 
ment; and, as ſuch, I doubt not, 
but that it will deſcend to late 
poſterity, when, moſt of its co- 
temporaries, founded only, in 


184 hoo bo 107 * 


fiction, will have been Jong for- 
gotten, 
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Motives for writing this hiſtory: ; dj iſcovery 
of Virginia ; ; the author's grandfather 
ſettles there ;, be is killed by the natives; 
his ſon is taken priſoner, but tis Javed by 
one of the king” 5 daughters. 


HE following hiſtory. of my 7 life 
Z q I never completely related but 
toe perſon; and at that time 


had no intention of committing it to 


writing: but finding the remembrance of 
Vol. I. S. It 
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it burdenſome to my memory, I thought 
I might, i in ſome degree, exonerate my- 
ſelf, by digeſting the moſt material events 


in the form of an hiſtory ; for which pur- 


poſe I collected together ſuch looſe me- 
morandums as I had occaſionally made, 
4 which have enabled me to render the fol- 
lowing relation more regular and com- 
plete than otherwiſe it could have been, 
had I been obliged to truſt only to the 
| power of recollection : how, and why, 
I afterwards came otherwiſe to diſpoſe of 
it will appear in due time. The lives 
of women being commonly domeſtick, 

the occurrences. * them are generally 
pretty nearly of the ſame kind; whilſt 
thoſe of men, frequently more vagrant, 
ſubject them! often to experience greater 


viciſſitudes, many times wonderful and 


ſtrange. Though a woman, it has been my 
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lot to have experienced much of the latter; 
for ſo wonderful, ſtrange, and uncommon 
have been the events of my life, that 
true hiſtory, perhaps, never recorded 
any that were more ſo. However, 1 
ſhall not endeavour to extort the reader's 
credence of them, if ſuch my work 
ſhould ever haveany, by ſolemn profeſſi- 
ons of veracity ; for, perhaps, they may 
never be read; but if they ſhould, * 
think the greateſt ſceptic will allow, 
uncommon as they are, that they do 
not exceed the bounds of probability. 
Here are two ends they cannot fail of 
anſwering, rational entertainment, and 
mental improvement. To proceed then: 


The peaceful reign of king James I. of 
England gave opportunity to the firſt 

attempt of the Engliſh to make a ſettle- 

a : ment 
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ment in the Indies, at a place called, 
originally, Wingandacoa, part of the 
continent adjoining to Florida, called 
afterwards Virginia, in honour of our 
maiden queen Elizabeth, of bleſſed 
memory. As this place was firſt diſ- 
covered by the great Sir Walter Raleigh, 
he obtained letters patent to ſettle a plan- 
tation there, Anno Dom. 1584. But it 
was ſome years after that time before 
any colony was ſent there. The firſt 
plantation. that proved ſucceſsful, was 
began in 1607 : at this time a colony 
arrived there of about an hundred per- 
ſons, among the conductors of whom 
was Mr. Edward Maria Winkfield, my 
-grand-father ; but as many of theſe 
died, a further ſupply was ſent the year 
after, under the care of captain Nilſon ; 


and again more in 1610, 1611, 1612. . 
In 
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In 1618, the ſettlement was thought 
of conſequence enough to receive a go- 
vernor from England. A very large 
colony arrived there two years after; 
and now the new-comers formed them-. 
ſelves into corporations. The firſt, and 
principal town, was honoured with the: 
name of king James. But the happy 
proſpect, with which the new- comers 
flattered themſelves, was unhappily ob- 
ſcured by the native Indians, who came 
unexpectedly upon them, and maſſacred 
three hundred of them; but this loſs' 
was ſoon repaired by a freſh recruit from 
England. ——Thus much for the firſt 
peopling my native 8 | 5 
The be which my crave 
firſt began, and which was the largeſt 
and moſt ſucceſsful, deyolved in a flou-/ 
. | * riſhing 
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riſhing ſtate to my father, Mr. William 
Winkfield, of whom I muſt relate a 
very extraordinary adventure, as it gave 
occaſion to his growing more ſuddenly 
rich than he could have done by an in- 
fant plantation, and gave birth to me; 
and in the conſequences of it effected a 
more happy iſſue to my future adven- 
tures. than could otherwiſe have hap- 
r ; + 


At the time of the maſſacre, men- 
tioned above, my grandfather was killed, 
and my father, with a few more, was 
taken priſoners by the Indians; and as 
it was a very dark night, was hurried 
along many miles before he could per- 

fectiy diſcover any objects: at length the 
riſing ſun diſcovered to his view, at ſome 
diſtance, a large river with a great num- 


ber 
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ber of boats on it; into one of theſe he 
was forced, and then bound hand and 
foot. In a little time all the boats were 
in motion, and for ſome hours con- 
tinued to go with great rapidity. My 
father had now but too much time to 
reflect on his unpromiſing ſituation, and 
recalling to his mind the words of his 
elder brother, whom he had left in 
England, he a pets thetn Yona y 
predictive. 8 


He was a clergyman, and one of true 
piety and ſound erudition. When his 
brother, my father, was about to quit 
England, with their father, to ſettle in 
this new diſcovered country, My 
dear brother Bill, ſaid he, 1 know' 
too well my duty to my father to 
75 remonſtrate againſt any action of his, 

B 4 * hne 
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though in ſecret I may dread the 
1 <* conſequence ; but as I am your bro- 
e ther, and your elder, I may preſume 
« to give my opinion; may it not be 
| 757 prophetic! | We have no right to 
| 12 invade the country of another, and 
4 4 J fear invaders will always meet a 
| | & s curſe; but as your youth diſenables 
FV you from viewing this expedition in 
* that equitable light that it ought to 
* be looked on, may your ſufferings 5 
* proportionably light! for our Gd 
t is juſt, and will weigh our r actions! in a 
—_ ſeaJe.”” | 
Ny. . at 5 time was —— 
twenty years old, of a remarkable fair 
.  *complexion. for a man, with brown hair, 


| Om a and was well ſhaped. I 
ſhould | 


row 


* 
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ſhould not give a deſcription of his per- 


- ſon, but that to it he owed, as it ſeems, 


his future preſervation. The Indians 


continued their voyage above four or 


five hours, when they ſtopped on the 


ſame ſide of the ſhore on which they had 


embarked. As ſoon as they were landed, 
my father, with five other Engliſh cap- 


tives, tied one to another, were drove, like 


ſheep, many miles up the country, and 
then lodged in a cabin till next day; 
however, in the interim, they were plen- 


c tifully ſupplied with dried Indian corn, 


dried goats fleſh, and a kind of ſmall 
wine, but thick, though well flavoured. 


They had heard that ſome of the Indi- 
ans were men- eaters, and thought theſe 


were ſuch, or that they would not have 


fed them ſo plentifully bur to render 


B 1 them, 
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them, as we do hogs, the better food : 
kowever, in this they were miſtaken, . 


The next day, ſoon for ſun- riſing, 
my father and his five unhappy com- 
panions were brought out of their cabin; 
their cloaths were taken off, and they 
placed in a circle formed by a great 
number of Indians of both ſexes, all 

naked, except a ſmall covering of fo- 
liage about their middle, which decently 
covered the diſtinction of ſexes, This 
local covering of ſeveral of the females 
was compoſed of beautiful lowers. The 
unhappy captives ſtood amidſt this aſ- 
&embly a conſiderable, time, whillt a ve- 
gerable old man ſeemed to addreſs them 
ina pathetic manner, for tears, com- 
f panied his words. He was, n 
father afterwards learned, their king, 
and 


1 y 
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and of a very numerous people; and 
cher Paret er \ bis lobg pant tey 
this: 


12 Men, "for I fee you have 7 
arms, and heads as we haye, look to 
* the ſun,” here he pointed up to that 
juminary, 2 he is our god, is he yours? 
** He made us, he warms us, he lights 
5 us, he makes our corn and graſs. to 
„ grow, we love and praiſe him; did 
he make you ?—did he, ſend you to 
1 puniſh, us ? if he did, we will die, | 
17. er are aur bows and, arrows, Kill 
„ us,” Saying this, they all threw 
their, bows. and arrows vithig the, cir- 
ele, between tbemſelyes and the £ap- 
tives. Not then knowing their meaning, 


they ſtood ſilent; the king then con- 


ge his ſpœech, ©. Qur god is pot 
7120 1 angrys. 


8 
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angry; the evil being who made you 


s has ſent you into our land to kill us; 
„ we know you not, and have never 
** offended you; why then have you 
taken poſſeſſion of our lands, ate our 
* fruits, and made our countrymen pri- 
<< ſoners? Had you no lands of your 


« own? Why did you not aſk? we 


Ce would have given you ſome. Speak. 3 


It ſeems they had no idea chat there 


are more languages than one; there- 


1 fore taking their ſilence for a confeſſion 
of guilr, their king proceeded, = You 
Te deſigned to kill us, but we hurt no 


„ man who has not firſt offended us; 
ur god has given * into our 
*. "bands, and vou ne die. 3 


7 * # —_ a * , 
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This faid, the Wait took up their 


boss and aifows, whilſt others bound 
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my father and his five unhappy country- 
men, and cut off the heads of the latter; 
one after another. My father expected 
the ſame fate; but uſt as the executioner 
was about to give the ſtroke, a maiden, 
who ſtood by the king, and whole neck, 
breaſt, and arms, were curiouſly adorn- 
ed with jewels, diamonds, and ſolid 
pieces of gold and filver, and who was 
one of the king's daughters, ſtroked my 
father with a wand. This was the 
ſignal for deliverance; he was imme 
diately unbound, and a covering, like 
that the Indians wore, was put 'round _ 
his body, and a kind of chain, formed of 

long graſs, round his neck, of à con- 
ſiderable leng one end of which the 
princeſs took hold of, and gently led 
bim along, till ſhe came to a bower 


eompoſed of the moſt pleaſing green, 
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delightfully variegated with the moſt 
beautiful flowers; a ſhady defence from 
the ſun, which then ſhone with uncom- 
mon heat. Beneath, was a large collec- 
tion of leaves, which covered the whole 
ſurface of the ground to a great depth; 
here ſhe made him fit, none preſent but 
themſelves. She ſeated herſelf by him, 

viewed him with great attention from 
head to foot, felt his face and hands, 
but with the greateſt modeſty. - She 
then aroſe, and going out returned pre- 
ſently with a cocoa nut ſhell, and drink» 
ing firſt, preſented him the remainder 
of a liquor of moſt delicious taſte, of 
the vinous kind; at the fame time of- 
fering him a baſket of various fruits. 
My father freely accepted of both, and 
found himſelf furprizingly refreſhed. 
She then made 4 nen to him to lie 
2 down, 


g — 
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down, and with looks of ineffable tender- 
neſs, retired ; having firſt laid her bow and 
quiver flled with arrows by him, and faſt- | 
ened the door of the bower with a twig. 


This tender and extraordinary treat- 
ment had ſo far compoſed my father's 
mind, that, joined with the exceſſive heat 
of the day, and the wine together, he 
was ſo much overcome, that he inſen- 
ſibly fell aſleep, amidſt his reflections 
on this ſtrange adventure, When he 
awoke, he found two Indian ſlaves fan- 
ning and defending him from the flies; 
which in that country are very hurtful. 
No ſooner did they perceive he was a- 
wake, but one of his attendants with- 
drew, and preſently returned, I cannot 
fay with his fair, but with his black de. 
liverer, who, i{milipg, gently pulled 
him by his chain, and led him, 
now willing and fearleſs, to a ncigh- 


| 
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bouring cabin, greatly diſtinguiſhed 
from thoſe about it, both by its large- 


nefs and elegance. 


Here he again faw the king, before 
whom he bowed; whilſt his patroneſs 
preſented the end of the. chain ſhe held 
to her father, who with much ſeeming 
affability returned it to his daughter. 
By this act my father underſtood he 
gave him as a captive to his daughter, 
who, immediately breaking the chain 


from around his neck, threw it at 


his feet, making a motion to him that 


he ſhould ſet his foot upon. it, which he 

having done, ſhe clapt her hands, and 
cried out, Hala pana cbi nu, great 
peace be to you.“ | 


"ol hough my father did not | then un- 
derſtand 112 words, * could not but 
EY 92 * 
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1 conceive her actions as declarative of, 
1 his liberty; for actions are a kind of 
univerſal language: he therefore threw 
himſelf at her feet, when ſhe in return 
ö offered him her hand to riſe, and then 
ed him into another cabin, completely 
| furniſhed after the Indian manner. Here 
he found the two Indian ſlaves who had 
attended him in the bower: theſe the 
princeſs preſented to him, and whom by 
the homage they paid him, he under- 
ſtood he was to conſider as his ſlaves, 
His cloaths which had been taken from 
him, together with thoſe of his leſs hap- 
py companions, were brought to him. 


= 


- 


The princeſs continued ſome hours 
with him, and they participated of a 
collation of fruits, whilſt the princeſs 
continually talked to him, as if he had 
Zn | under- 
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underſtood her language. This agree- 
able ſociety continued ſeveral weeks, 
ſhe viſiting him every day, ſnewing him 

the neighbouring fountains, woods, and 
walks, and every thing that could a- 
muſe. At laſt my father began to 

underſtand her language, which re- : 
doubled all her paſt pleaſures, when, ac- i 
__. cording to the ſimplicity of the uncor- 

| rupted Indians, the declared that love 
for him, which he had long before un- 

derſtood by her actions. 


Though a complexion ſo different, 
as that of the princeſs from an Euro- 
pean, cannot but at firſt diſguſt, yet by 1 

degrees my father grew inſenſible ro : 
the difference, and in other reſpects her N 


perſon was not inferior to that of the 
greateſt European beauty; but what 


5 


was 
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was more, her underſtanding was un- 
commonly great, pleaſantly lively, and 
wonderfully comprehenſive, even of 
ſubjects unknown to her, till informed 
of them by my father, who took ex- 
traordinary pains to inſtruct her; for 
now he loved in his turn.: and ſure he 
muſt have had à heart ſtrangely in- 
ſenſible if ſuch great kindneſs, joined 
with ſuch perfections, had not had that 
effect. 5 
They had now lived together ſix 
months, and underſtood each other to- 
lerably, when Unca, for that was the 
princeſs's name, propoſed their mar- 
riage. As ſhe was a Pagan, though 
my father fincerely loved her, and 
wiſhed for that union, he could not help 
ſhewing ſome uneaſineſs at the pro- 
T „„ poſal. 
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poſal. This the obſervant princeſs in- 
ſtantly ſaw. ** What,” cried ſhe, © does 
not my Winka,” ſo ſhe called him, 
« love me?” My father caught her in 
his arms; * Yes, my dear Unca, cried 
he, I do, but my God will be angry if I 
marry you, unleſs you will worſhip him 
as I do.” This gave birth-to a long 
converſation, in which, though my fa- 
ther was a very ſenſible man, and had 
enjoyed a good education, being very 
young, he found it not a little difficult 
to teach another what he yet firmly 
believed himſelf; but as we readily be- 
lie ve thoſe whom we love, he was more 
ſucceſsful than he expected, and in a 
little time the princeſs became convinced 
of her errors, and her good underſtand- 


ing helped to forward her converſion. 
: Thus 
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Thus love and religion agreeably di- 
vided their time; and ſo happy was my 
father with his princeſs, that he almoſt 
forgot his former ſituation, and begun 
to look upon the country he was inas his 
own, nor indeed did he ever expect to fee 
any other again; and he now loved Unca 
as much as ſhe did him, and was there- 
fore willing to make her and her coun- 
try his for ever; but an unexpected 
event ſoon gave a different turn to their 


affairs. 


CHAP. 
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CH A P. II. 


The king's eldeſt daughter conceives a 
paſſion for bim, which produces diſa- 
| greeable conſequences, from which he 
is delivered by Unca. 


AJ father had never ſeen any other 

of the king's daughters ſince the 

day of his deliverance from death, but his 
dear Unca, till one day fitting in a wood 
to ſhelter himſelf from the exceſſive heat 
of the ſun, the king's eldeſt daughter 
approached him. As ſoon as my father 
ſaw her, ſuppoſing ſhe was one of the 
king's daughters, he aroſe to ſalute her 
with the profoundeſt reſpect. Winca,” 
ſaid ſhe, © I have long ſought for ſuch 
an 


x 
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an opportunity as this; let us therefore 
retire further into this wood, that we 
may converſe with more freedom.“ My 
father, unſuſpecting the occaſion of this 
viſit, obeyed, when the princeſs thus 
began: Winca, it is our cuſtom to 
be ſilent, or to ſpeak what we think; 
we are of opinion that nature has given 
us the ſame right to declare our love 


as it has to your ſex; know, Winca, 


then, that I have ſeen you, and that the 
oftener I have ſeen you the more I love 
you; I Know my ſiſter loves you, but 
I am my father's eldeſt daughter, and as 
he has no ſon, whoever marries me 


vill be king after his Seach.” 


My fucker was ſo much ſurprized at at 
this unexpected declaration, that he was 
not able immediately to reply; but as 
ſoon 
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ſoon as he was a little recovered, he 


endeavoured. to excuſe himſelf as well 


as he could, by pleading his love and 


prior engagement to her ſiſter; but it 


was in vain: all he could ſay tended but 
to provoke her anger. At laſt, in a 
rage, not to be deſcribed, ſhe cried, © If 
you will not love me, you ſhall die; my 
fiſter ſhall never enjoy an happineſs that 
1 aſpire to; nor ſhall my vengeance be 


Tong delayed ; this inſtant ſhall put a 


period to your life.” However me- 
nacing theſe words were, my father was 


not greatly alarmed, as they were ut- 


tered by an unarmed woman, and which 
he conceived to be only the effect of 
paſſion, and unluckily ſmiled. ** What! 


cried ſhe, do you ſcorn my love, deride 


my power ? know wretch, Alluca can 
* love and death at her will.“ 


Saying 
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Saying this, ſhe clapt her hands together, 
and immediately fix male Indians ap- 
peared from behind 'the trees, where 
they had ſtood at ſome diſtance un- 
perceived by him, | ** Seize that white 
infidel,” cried ſhe; and in an inſtant all 
power of defence or flight was equally. 
taken from him. - She then took a 
pomegranate-ſhell out of a kind of poc- 


ket that ſhe wore by her ſide, and go- 


ing up to a poiſonous herb, ſqueezed the - 
Juice of it intoit; then advancing to my 


father, Here,” ſaid ſhe, ** be mine, or 
drink this; I offer you love and death; 


make your choice.“ I can love none 
but Vac replied he. 


She then ordered four of the 8 to 
hold my father whilſt the two others 
were about to force the poiſonous 

Vol. I. 0 draught 
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draught into his mouth. © Hold," ” 
cried my father, if I muſt die, I will 


drink it myſelf, I cannot do too much 
for Unca; ſhe gave me life, and for 
her ſake I will loſe it—I drink Unca's 


health; her love ſhall make it ſweet,” 
Hie drank it, and I ſuppoſe the mini- 


ſters of his intended death ſoon left him: ; 


for not long after he awoke, as it were 


from ſleep, and found himſelf in the 


arms of his dear Unca, when in a lan- 


guid tone he uttered, What! doF _ 
meet my dear Unca ſo ſoon in another 


world ? this was worth dying for.” He 
then ſunk again, as into a ſleep. 


— 


It ſeems the 0 Unca, having 
miſſed my father, arrived juſt after her | 


ſiſter and the ſlaves had tetired, and ſaw 


him ſink. upon the ground. As ſhe 


7 
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was no firatiger to her ſiſter's s love for 
my father, her quick apprehenſion ſoon 
ſuggeſted what had happened; and as 
the Indians are remarkable for their 
knowledge of poiſons, and no leſs fo 
for their ſkill in antidotes, © ſhe in- 
ſtantly ſought, and as quickly found, 
an herb whofe ſalutary efficacy ſhe was 
well acquainted with. She immediately 
| ſqueezed the juice of it into his mouth, 
| which ſoon reached his ſtomach, and 
| made him eject che poiſon ; but ſtill 
his eyes were cloſed; a ſecond doſe re- 
vived him; and opening his eyes he ut: 
tered thoſe words to the princeſs; Juſt 
now related. Heaven be praiſed, . 
ſaid the princeſs, my dear Winka, that 
I came time enough to fave a life dearer 
to me than my own; ſuck more of 
ward, Juice, and you will be entirely re- 
| C.2 cover- 
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covered.” He did ſo, and was ſoon 
able to get up and walk; but with a 
Now tottering pace, like a man whoſe 
brain has been hurt by the fumes of 
wine. The princeſs perceived his con- 
dition, and as they paſſed along gather- 
ed ſome flowers, the ſmell of which 
quickly diſpelled the fumes, and forti- 
fied his brain ſo powerfully, that he was 
Joon perfectly recovered, and his 
ſtrength and underſtanding both en- 
tirely reſtored. Having returned the 
princeſs ten thouſand thanks for thus 
giving him life a ſecond time, they 
walked flowly homewards. 


During their ſhort walk, my father 
related to the princeſs Unca all that 
had paſſed between him and the. prin- 
ceſs Alluca, her ſiſter. When he had 
5 * finiſhed 
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finiſhed his relation, the princeſs replied, 
« vill take effectual care for your ſe- 
curity to-night, where my ſiſter will not 
be able to diſcover you, and to-morrow 
I will conſult my father what further 
_ meaſures we ſhall purſue.” She then led 
him through ſome bye-paths of the 
wood, to the hut of an honeſt Indian,” 
in whom ſhe could confide; here ſhe 
left him, with a caution not to ſtir out 
till her return next day. 


Early the next morning the princeſs 
Unca, and her father, came to the hut 
where his daughter had concealed my 
father. Here a conſultation was begun. 
The king ſaid, ** He could no more 
blame his eldeſt daughter than he did his 
younger, for loving my father; that 
Alluca had conceived an affection for 

S 3 him 
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him at the ſame time that Unca had, ; 
and at the inſtant that ſhe touched him 
with her wand, Alluca was about to 
have done the ſame; that he highly 
condemned her intention to poiſon him ; 
yet as ſhe was tenderly beloved by him, 
as well as Unca, and his heir, he hoped 
my father would not deſire him to in- 1 
flict any puniſhment on her, ſince the 
| loſs. of her lover would be a ſufficient L | 
| one.” My father frankly declared that p: | 
] his regard for him, and his love for 
Unca, were ſufficient motives to induce 
him to forgive her. The king then 
propoſed that, to prevent all future dan- 
ger, my father and the princeſs ſhould 
be immediately married; and that they 
| ſhould both ſet out inſtantly for the 
place of my father's abode, and that, on 
his account, he would enter into a treaty 
of 
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of friendſhip with his countrymen ; and 

added, that he would give him a por- 
tion worthy of a, prineala;: | 

3 

As my father A marriage as 

a civil, as well as a religious, ceremony, 

and found, by their diſcourſe, that their 


matrimonial ceremonies had nothing in 


them contrary to his own religion, he 


very readily conſented. An Indian 


prieſt was ſent for, and the ceremony 
was ſoon performed. A proper cabin, 
or hut, was. immediately. prepared for 
the reception of the new-married couple, 
and they were ſecurely: guarded, to pre- 


vent further miſchief, till ſuch. time as 


the neceſſary preparations were made 
for my father's return, with his bride, 


to his own plantation. In a few days, 


every thing was ready for their de- 
C4 _ parture. 


— 
| 
| 
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parture. They took an affectionate leave 
of the old king, and got into a canoe 


provided for them, attended by ſeveral 


others, in which were ſeveral Indian 


maidens to attend Unca, and men ſlaves 
for my father, and a confiderable bag- 
gage, the contents of which my father 


was then unacquainted with. Taking 
the advantage of wind and tide, they 
in a few hours arrived, without any ac- 


cident, within a fmalt diſtance of my 


father's plantation, to which he was 
heartily welcomed by his neighbours, 


who never expetted to ſee him again. 
They were greatly ſurpriſed at his ex- 


traordinary adventure, and very glad 


that it proved the means of a friend- 


ſhip between them and the Indians. 


My 
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My father being again ſettled with - 
his dear. Unca, in his own habitation, 
they were now married, according to 
the rights of the church of England, 
by an Engliſh chaplain belonging to- 
one of the men of war that then lay in 
the harbour. Now they began to ex- 
amine the preſents that the king had 
made them, and found them to be very 
valuable, conſiſting of a great quantity 
of gold duſt and precious ſtones, and 
many curioſities peculiar to the Indians. 
However, my father thought it prudent 
to conceal the greater part of his riches 
from the knowledge of hs neighbours, 
not knowing how ſtrong a temptation 
a diſplay of them might prove, as many 
of the colony were not only perſons of 


deſperate fortunes, but moſt of them 
* 5 
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ſuch whoſe crimes had rendered chem 


obnoxious in their native country. 


As my father had perſuaded his 
wife to conform to the European dreſs, 
he provided for her as well as he could, 
till he had an opportunity of procuring 
cloaths more fuitable to her dignity. 


He took every opportunity that offered 


to ſend part of his riches over to Eng- 
land] privately, to be there diſpoſed of, 
and ſuch goods in return to be ſent as he 


wanted; for it ſeems he had no in- 


clination to leave his habitation, and 
the thoughts of it were highly diſ- 


guſting to the princeſs: but had 


| his own deſires been ever ſo much for 
a removal, he would have ſacrificed 


them to thoſe of the princeſs, whom 


he — loved. 


My 
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My. father. built him a more ele- 
gant houſe, which was ſuitably fur- 
niſhed, and his plantation by far the- 
beſt and. largeſt of any about him. 
This was. a work. of time. In the 
interim, my mother, proving with child 
from the night of their marriage, was 
ſafely delivered of me. I was, a month 
after, baptized by the name of Unca. 
Eliza. The king, my grand - father, fre- 
quently ſent a meſſenger to inquire: 
after his children, who always attended: 
with fome preſent of fruit,, flowers, or. 
ſomething more valuable. Thus hap- 
pily did my father and mother live to- 
gether, till I. was about ſix years old ;. 
during which time they never heard 
the leaſt news about their ſiſter Alluca: 
but at this period an Indian brought 
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the news of the old king's death, and 
that Alluca, ſtill ſingle, was received 
as queen. 


A little after, as my father and 


mother were ſitting in the garden, and 


I playing at their feet, a ſlave informed 
them that two Indians were come from 


the princeſs Alluca. As ſoon as they 


came into the garden my father was 


-- ſurpriſed to ſee that they had each of 
them a great coat on, contrary to the In- 


dian cuſtom: he had ſcarce made this re- 
flection before one of them, being come 
cloſe up to him, pulled a ſhort dag- 


ger out of his ſleeve, and made a puſh 
at him, which moſt probably would 
have proved mortal, had not he, by 
a ſudden motion, avoided it. At the 
fame inſtant my mother gave a loud 


ſhriek, 


4 
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ſhriek, when my father, turning his 
eyes, ſaw her falling with a dagger 
in her breaſt, for the other aſſaſſin had 
been too ſucceſsful in his murderous at- 
tempt. My father caught her in his 
arms, and received her dying blood 
and breath together. The ſlaves, that 
my mother's ſhrieks and my cries had 
brought to us, preſently ſeized the two 
murderers. One of them, who dearly 
loved my mother, drew the dagger out 
of her breaſt, and plunged it into the 
heart of him who had aſſaſſinated my 
mother, and was going to have done 
the ſame by the other, when my fa- 
ther cried out, as. loud as he was able, 
Take him alive.” He was inſtantly 
bound hand and foot, and carried to 
a place of ſecurity. 


What 
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What is human felicity? How often 
our greateſt pleaſures procure us the 
greateſt miſery! This moment behold 
a happy couple mutually endearing 
| themſelves to each other, whilſt the 
infant offspring of their loves beholds 
their joys, partakes of, and adds to. 
them. The next—but let the ſcene 
fink into darkneſs! *tis too affecting 
for a daughter's pen to draw, 
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CHAFT IT. 

Death of the Indian queen; Unca and 

her father embark for England ; pro- 

vides for his brother, a deſcription 

of the perſon and dreſs of the female 

| American; her father returns to Vir- 

ginia; for which ſhe afterwards ſails, 
where, ber father dies. 


S ſoon as my mother was buried, 
and my father a little compoſed, 

$ he called for the ſurviving aſſaſſin, 
q and from him learnt that the princeſs 
3 Alluca had compelled him and his 
companion to be the inſtruments of 
her revenge on them, for his having. 
lighted her love. My father conſulted: 
with 
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with the reſt of the planters, whether 
they ſhould deliver the aſſaſſin up to 
juſtice, or let him go home. Conſi- 
dering the infant ſtate of the colony, 
and the temper of the reigning princeſs, 
they thought it prudent to avoid every 


thing that might occaſion a quarrel 


with the Indians, and therefore agreed 
to give their priſoner his liberty. At 
his departure, my father charged the 
ſlave to tell his queen, that her God, 
the ſun, had ſeen the mufder ſhe had 


commanded, and would revenge it. 


It was not long after before my 
aunt the queen died of grief. A little 
before her death, ſhe ordered, that after 
her deceaſe her heart ſhould be ſent to 
my father with this meſſage: Re- 
* ceive a heart that, whilſt it lived, 

loved 
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« loved you, and had you received it, 
i jt had never been wicked. Forgive 
«© my revenge, and let my heart be 
buried with you when you are dead; 
but may the ſun give you many 
„ days!” This was accompanied with 
a very great preſent of gold duſt, and 


her bow and arrows, of exquiſite work- 
manſhip, for me. The bow, and ſome 


of the arrows, I ſtill have, 


This renewtd my father's grief, which 
had indeed but little ſubſided ; there- 


fore to divert his ſorrows, and give 


me a better education, he determined 
to return to England. Every thing 


was accordingly prepared. I was about 


ſeven years old when we embarked, 
attended by ſeveral male and female 
ſtaves. We had a tolerable pallage 
! | to 


. 
” 


3 
4 


> * to England, and found my father's 


had a living in Surry, where he con- 
ſtantly reſided, had a wife, one ſon, 
and three daughters, the youngeſt of 
them elder than me. He was ex- 
| ceedingly:glad to ſee his brother, and 
ed me as if J had been a child 
of his own. He was an excellent di- 
vine, of great piety, and of uncom- 
mon learning, but ill provided for in 
rich, he gave him five hundred pounds 
for each of his children, and ſoon after 
bought the next preſentation to a living 
of three hundred a year. The incum- 
bent dying ſoon after, he preſented my 
uncle to it, with a thouſand pounds to 


laid: 


brother in good health. He was, as 
I before obſerved, a clergyman, and 


the church. As my father was very 


pay the expence of removing, as he 
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ſaid when he gave it. This occaſioned 
our removal to a pleaſant villen near 
Windſor. 


If I was kindly entertained by my 
uncle, I was little leſs careſſed by the 
neighbours, My tawny complexion, and 
the oddity of my dreſs, attracted every 
one's attention, for my mother uſed 
to dreſs me in a kind of mixed habit, 
neither perfe&ly in the Indian, nor yet 
in the European taſte, either of fine 
white linen, or a rich (ilk. I never wore 
a cap; but my lank black hair was 
adorned with diamonds and flowers, 
In the winter 1 wore a kind of looſe 
mantle or cloak, which I uſed occaſi- 
onally to wear on one ſhoulder, or 
to caſt it behind me in folds, tied 
in ne middle with a ribband, which 


Swe 
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gave. it a pleaſing kind of romantic | 


air. My arms were alſo adorned with 


ſtrings of diamonds, and one of the . 
fame kind ſurrounded my waiſt. 1 


frequently diverted myſelf with wear- 


ing the bow and arrow the queen my 
aunt left me, and was ſo dexterous a 
ſhooter, that, when very young, I could 


ſhoot a bird on the; wings 


My 1 mon 1 ſingular 
dreſs, and the grand manner in which 


I appeared, always attended by two 


female and two male ſlaves, could not 


fail of making me much taken notice 


of. I was accordingly invited by alt 


the neighbouring gentry, who treated 


me in a degree little inferior to that 
af a princeſs, as I was always called; 
and indeed I might have been. a queen, 
——_ 2 MN 
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if my father had pleaſed, for on the 


death of my aunt, the Indians made a 
formal tender of the crown to me; 


but I declined it. 


My uncle, who gave his daughters 
the ſame learned education with his 
ſon, deſired 1 might make one of their 


ſociety. This was very agreeable to my 


father, and no leſs ſo to me, who Was 


very fond of my couſins, and willing 


to do what they did. I could already 
ſpeak the Indian language as well as 


Engliſh, or rather with more fluency. 


In this manner we lived near a year, 
happy I ſhould ſay all of us, but my 
father, who, as he had no buſineſs to 
do, grew more melancholy : he there- 
fore re loved to reviſit the country 
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where he had left the remains of his 
princeſs. It was in vain to intreat his 
Nay, my uncle and aunt's remonſtrances 
were loſt, and only. ſerved to confirm 
his reſolution of returning to his plan- 


tation. However, he thought proper 
to leave me with my uncle, to com- 


' plete my education. Though I was 


unwilling to part with my father, I 


Was as much ſo to leave my couſins, 
and therefore ſtaid behind pretty con- 
tentedly. My father, before his de- 
parture, made great preparations for 


the improvement of his plantation, ra- 


ther for his amuſement, than from a2 


deſire of ___ . 


N 
* 


15 8 EM till I's was eighteen 
years of age; during which time I 


made a great progreſs in the Greek 


V and 
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and Latin languages, and other polite 
literature ; whilſt my good aunt took 
care of the female part of my edu- 
cation with equal ſucceſs. Tawny 
as I was, with my lank black hair, 
1 yet had my admirers, or ſuch they 
pretended to be; though perhaps my 
fortune tempted them more than my 
perſon, at leaſt J thought fo, and ac- 
cordingly diverted myſelf at their ex- 
| pence; for none touched my heart. 


Young as I was, I often thought 
on my dear mother, and honoured her 
memory with many tears. And as I 
found it was the cuſtom in England 
to erect monuments for perſons who 
often were interred elſewhere, . I de- 
fired my uncle to ere& a ſuperb mau- 
ſoleum in his church-yard; ſacred to 
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the memory of my dear mother. It 
is a lofty building, ſupported by In- 
dians as big as life, ornamented with 
coronets, and other regalia, ſuitable to 
her dignity. The form is triangular, 
and on one fide is cut an inſcription in 


the Indian language, containing a ſhort 


account of her life and death. This 
I drew up and tranſlated into Latin 
and Engliſh, which fills up the two 


other ſides; on the top is an urn, 


on which an Indian leans, and looks on 
it in a mournful poſture. The whole 


is ſurrounded with iron palliſadoes. 
This I often viſited, and here I dropt 


many a tear. 


My father, by this time, begun to 


. 


think my abſence long, and deſired 
my return, which was equally agree- 


able 
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able to me; for though I was pleaſed 


with my ſituation, and the affectionate 
treatment of my relations, yet I ſecretly 
longed to ſee my native country, of 
which I retained a perfect idea, but 
more ſo to ſee my father. Every 


thing being prepared for my voyage, 
I. with my four ſlaves, embarked on 


board a ſhip for my return home, be- 
ing then in my eighteenth year. How- 
ever, my uncle inſiſted that his ſon 
John Winkfield, my couſin, ſhould go 
with me to take care of me. His re- 
gard for me, and deſire to ſee a ſtrange 
country, made him very glad to ac- 
cept of the e | 


During our voyage, my coulin neg- 
lefted no opportunity to renew his 
addreſſes to me, which he had before 
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begun in England. I gravely told 
him I would never marry any man 
who could not uſe a bow and arrow 
as well as I could; but as he ſtill 


continued his ſuit, I always laughed 


at him, and anſwered in the Indian 
language, of which he was entirely 
ignorant; and ſo by degrees wearied 
him into filence on that head. 


\ I ſhall not trouble my readers with 
any particulars of our voyage, and 
ſhall only ſay, that after. a tedious 
and indifferent one, I once more found 
myſelf in the embraces of a tender 


father. The ſight of me revived in 
his memory the remembrance of my 


dear mother, which drew from him 
a flood of tears, with which 1 ſincerely 


Joined mine, As. ſoon as theſe ſub-⸗ 
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ded, his ma of Joy were as great 
to ſee me returned in ſafety, and ſo 
much improved. He received my cou- 
ſin with great affection, and, on his 
return home, gave him a bill on Eng- 
land for one thouſand pound ſterling ; 
which he might well do, for he was 
extremely rich. I on my part deſired 
ſome conſiderable preſents to be ſent 


to my uncle and aunt, and to my 


couſins, with ſome of leſs value to 
my female acquaintance ; together with 
ſome natural curioſities of my own 
country, as birds, ſhells, &c. 


There was one circumſtance attend- 
ing my education, whilft under my 


uncle's tuition,” that, in Juſtice to his 


memory, I ought not to omit, the re- 
ligious part; and in this he was as 
2 metho- 
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- methodical and exact as though I had 
been to be a divine; nor did he incul- 
cate religion as a mere ſcience ; but in 
ſuch a warm and affecting manner, that 
whilſt his lectures convinced the un- 
derſtanding, they converted the heart, 
and made me love and know religion 
at the ſame time. The happy effects 
of his pious inſtructions I have experi- 
enced throughout my life; and indeed 
in one part of it they were not only of 
the greateſt comfort to me, but of the 

| higheſt uſe ; as will appear hereafter. 


But to return to my father : neither 
his riches, buſineſs, nor even my com- 
pany, whom he moſt affectionately 
loved, could cure him of that melan- 


cCholy under which he laboured from 


wwe deceaſe of my mother. T his, at 
length, 
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length, determined him once more to 
viſit England, that new objects might 
divert his mind. With this view he 
ſoon found means to remove his great 
wealth to England, and prepared to 
diſpoſe of his plantation; but by the 
time he had almoſt done the former, 
and had agreed to let his plantation, he 
grew ſo bad as to be incapable of a re- 
moval, and in a few days went to that 
happineſs in another world, which he 5 
eould not enjoy in this. 1 | 
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CHAP. IV. 


Ute unf a * and embarks for Eng- 


land; _ the captain propoſes 4 match 
. between ber and bis ſon; her ſlaves 
and attendants maſſacred, and berſelf 
tft on an en and. 


IA IN G gab my Midge every 
funeral honour I could, and hav- 


ing nothing now to attach me to this 


country, and the bulk of my great 
fortune lying in England, I determined 
to embark for that kingdom, and to 
conclude my days in my uncle's family. 


But Solomon ſaith, The heart of man 


„ deviſeth his way, but the Lord di- 
recteth his going: and ſo I found 
1 was now in my four and twen- 
AM I. „„ tieth 
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joy, and having got together a ſufficient 
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tieth year. At this time an opportunity 
offered that favoured my intended voy- 
age. There was a loop in the har- 
bour, a good failing veſſel, and large 
enough to carry me, my attendants, and 
effects. I choſe an old captain, who 
had lately been ſhip-wrecked, and loſt 
his all, and who wanted to get over to 


his ſon in England, to undertake the 


care of us, and as, a gratuity for his 
trouble, promiſed, if we arrived ſafe in 


England, to give him the ſhip, that he 


: might once more be able to follow his 
| Cann. . 


This opal he accepted with oreat 


'S 


number of hands to navigate our veſſel, 
J prepared to embark. Notwithſtand- 
ing what my father had before ſent to 


D4 England, 


56 The F E MA LE 


England, I had yet a great many valuable 


goods to take with me, to the amount 


of near ten thouſand pounds. Theſe 
| being ſafely lodged on board, I followed 
myſelf, attended by my two favourite 


female ſlaves, who had failed with me 
before, and ſix men flaves, who begged 
to attend me; though J had offered 
them their liberty, if they choſe to. ſtay 


behind. 


We failed with the firſt fair at, 
and had not been on our voyage above. 
a day before the captain, willing to 


loſe no time, began to talk to me very 
freely about marriage. He did not in- 


deed ſollicit me for himſelf; but he 
made ſtrong courtſhip for his ſon. 3 


at firſt anſwered him with good humour» 


and told him I bop he would let me 


ſee 
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ſee his ſon before determined to have 


him; and that if he could ſhoot with” 
my bow and arrows, which then hung 


by me in the cabin, as well 8 I coul d 0 
I would have him, were he ugly or 


was too much in earneſt, and I too 


much in his power: for in a peremp- 
tory manner he told me, that if I would 
not immediately ſign a bond to marry 
his ſon, on our arrival in England, or 
forfeit thirty thouſand pounds, I ſhould 
neither ſee England, nor return. to my 
plantation. I wondered he did not 


_ propoſe: himſelf, but I found afterwards 


that he was a married man, as he in- 


formed me. I did not know: law 
enough then, or elſe I might have given 


the bond, and ſo have avoĩded the dif- 
1 that my refuſal occaſioned, as in 
©. Is aa 


+ 
* 
* 5 ; - * 2 — 
* 


equity I might have been releafed from 
The penalty; and the readier, as my 
two female ſlaves were witneſſes to all 


he ſaid.” But as I perſiſted in my re- 


fuſal, he grew incenſed, and having I 
ſuppoſe gained the ſhip's crew by pro- 
miſes to aſſiſt him, at laſt told me he 
was come to a reſolution, that as I per- 
iſted in my refuſal, he was now very 


eppostupely coming to an uninhabited 


and, where he would leave me to be a 
prey to wild beaſts; and that as I had 
given him my ſhip, he would make 


bald to give himſelf the cargo. Two 
of my men flaves happened to come 
behind him juſt as he ſaid theſe words, 


wlien one of them caught him in his 


arms, and the other opening the cabin - 


know not whether I was ſorry for this, 
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at that inſtant; but I ſoon had occafion 
to be heartily fo, for the conſequence 


was fatal to them. As our ſhip, at this 


time made very little way, and the cap- 


tain could ſwim, he preſently got up to 
the ſhip, and being ſeen by ſome of the 
crew, who knew not how he got over- 
board, a rope was thrown out, and he 
quickly drawn up. In the mean time, 
one of the two men ſlaves went, and 


brought the other four into my cabin. 


Soon after the captain, and ſeveral of 
his men, armed with piſtols and cut- 


laſſes, came into the cabin. The cap- 


tain advancing: up to him who threw 
him - overboard, ſhot him dead, and 
now a terrible ſkirmiſh began. I in- 


deed got no hurt, which was a wonder, 


for though no blow was aimed at me, 
the cloſe of the place expoſed me to 
—. 8 immi- 


—— 
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imminent danger; and the two female 
ſlaves got ſeveral wounds. My men ſlaves 


were unarmed, and therefore ſoon over- 


come, three were killed outright, and 
the others, I ſuppoſe, mortally wounded. 
The poor faithful fellow who opened 
the cabin- window was hung up al ive at 


the yard- arm, bleeding as he was, there 


to periſh by hunger, thirſt, and heat. : 
This touched me more than my own. | 


misfortune, I offered the captain a thou- 


fand pounds to releaſe him, and to let 
him be cured of his wounds. Madam, 


«*« returned the villain, where are your 
4 thouſand pounds? all you have on 


« board is already in my poſſeon.”—. 


Thus could I _ pity, but not re- 
heve. 
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1 now expected my own deſtiny; 
and it ſoon arrived. The captain, who 
had left the cabin, to diſpoſe of his pri- 
ſoners, returned, and once more aſked- 
me if I would ſign the bond? I anſwerect, 
no; and at the ſame time deſired that 
my two maids might have ſome care 
taken of their wounds. He replied, he 
had no ſurgeon, and if they did not 
grow well ſoon he ſhould throw them 
- overboard ; but if they recovered, he 
mould ſell them the firſt opportunity: 
he then left the cabin. A few hours 
afterwards we came to an uninhabited 
| iſland, where he put me on ſhore, for 
nothing that I ſaid could ſoften his 
heart. I begged hard for both, or one, 
of my maids ; but all the favour I could 
obtain, was my bow and quiver of ar- 
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rows: indeed he gave me a box of 

clothes; but for theſe I did not thank 
him, as I never expected to uſe them, 
thinking myſelf configned to fome wild 9 9 
beaſt, whoſe prey I ſhould become. 4 4 
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CHAP. . 


"We offers up praiſe to God; takes refuge | 
in an hermitage, where ſhe finds a ma- 


nuſcript left by the deceaſed inhabitant, 
in which are inſtructions how to ſubſiſt 
on the iſland; refleflions on her fitu- 
ation. © "5k | 


HUS diſconſolate, and alone, I 
ſat on the ſea- ſnore. My grief 
was too great for my ſpirits to bear; 
I ſunk in a ſwoon on the ground: how 
long I lay in this fenfeleſs ſtate I know 


not, or whether I might ever have re- 


covered, had not a wave, brought on by 
ide, and which broke over 
me, awaked me. I aroſe, hardly ſen- 
ſible where I was, or what I was doing, 


and ran to a riſing ground, and here I 


4 . once 
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once again beheld my deplorable con- 
dition. A few minutes recollection 
brought me to a ſenſe of my duty: 
for reflecting within my mind, that as 
the wicked captain could very eaſily 


have killed, or drowned me, it was a 
wonder that he ſhould give me the leaſt 


chance for life; that I ought therefore 
to thank God for this eſcape, and to 
commit myſelf to his providence. In- 


deed, in the hour of affliction we are 


ready enough to pray to God for help; 
but are ſo tak en up with a ſenſe of our 


miſet ies, that we forget that we have 
any mercy to be thankful for. We 


ſhould always ſing a Te Deum before 
we ſigh a litany; for our ſighs will 
ſink before they reach heaven, unleſs 
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Filled with theſe ideas J fell on my 
knees, and thanked God, who had de- 
livered me out of the hand of the 
wicked, and that now I was in his only. 
On this occaſion, theſe words of David 


came into my mind; Let me now fall 


into the hand of the Lord, for his 
© mercies are great, and to me not 


2 «« fall into the hands of man.” At the 


cloſe of my. prayers, I ſolemnly com- 
mitted myſelf into the hands of God. 
I now aroſe from my knees with a ſe- 
renity by no means to have been ex- 
pected. During this compoſure of 
mind, I advanced to the higheſt ground 
I could ſee, in hopes I might diſcover 
ſome place of ſafety, not conſidering 
the improbability of ſuch a diſcovery. 
Though the ſun ſhone. very hot, which 
ſoon dried my wet clothes, yet I ſaw it 

declining 
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declining apace ; I therefore kept look- 
ing about with eager expectation, - when 
at laſt I faw, or thought I did, the ruins 
of a building, I advanced and ſaw it 
more diſtinctly: though it promiſed 
what I wiſhed for, an aſylum, yet 1 


|, dreaded to go nearer. I looked, I 


ſtopped, I prayed, and then I moved 
again; thus ſtrangely divided between 
hope and fear, I ſtill kept going for- 
ward, and in an inexpreſſible agitation 
got cloſe up to it, almoſt inſenſibly. 


I was ſo near now as to perceive 4 
door half open; I liſtened and heard 
no noiſe. | Fearful to retire, or to enter, 
I ſtood trembling a long time. How 
long I might have remained in this 
condition I know not, had not a ſudden 
noiſe behind me, like the halloping of 

| * 
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a human voice, , forced me precipitately 
to ruſh in, fearleſs of the danger within, 


that I might avoid that which threatened 


me from without. This double ſenſe 


of danger deprived me of my ſenſes, 
and I ſunk down in a ſwoon. As Ire- 


covered by degrees, I faw all within 


the apartment before I was quite ſen- 
ſible enough to be afraid of my ſitua- 
tion, and ſeeing nothing to alarm, I 


grew quite calm, and obſerving a kind 
of great chair, formed of ſeveral large 
and leſs ſtones, and the: ſeat covered 
with a great heap of leaves, I far down, 
and reſted my weary limbs and agitated 


n 


The ſun ſtill ſhone pretty bright 
through the holes in the wall, which 
was of ſtone, and perfectiy diſcovered 

every 
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| every thing within. My fright had de- 


prived me of the thought to ſhut the 
door: however, nothing came to hurt or 
alarm me. Before me was an heap of 
| ſtones, on which laid a greater, which 
ſerved as a table, and near enough' to. 


lean on. In a large fiſh-ſhell that lay 


on the table I perceived water, which I 
boldly ventured to drink of, and found 
myſelf inſtantly refreſned. I lifted up 


my heart to heaven, with thanks, and 


beſpoke its further protection. On my 
right hand I ſaw a kind of couch 
formed, like the table, of a heap of 
ſtones, and the flat part, or ſurface, co- 
vered with moſs and leaves. I now con- 
cluded that this was the habitation of 


ſome human being: but this gave me 
no alarm; for as I had read of hermits, 


who frequently retire from public life 


of” 
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to enjoy their eso in private, N 


imagined, from what I ſaw, that this 
muſt be the habitation of ſuch a one, 
from whom I did not doubt but 1 


ſhould meet with protection and ſpi⸗ 


ritual conſolation. 
This reflection reſtored me to ſuch 
tranquility of mind, that I reſted my- 


ſelf with the pleaſing expectation of his 


return, which, conſidering it was near 
night, I thought could not be long. As 


I had now freſh cauſe to be thankful, I 


was ſo; and found I had ſpirits enough 


to ſing a ſhort Latin hymn of praiſe: 


But ſtill no hermit appeared, and the 
ſun was now ſet; but the moon was 
riſen, and ſhone with ſo much brightneſs 
into the cell, that I ſcarcely miſſed the 
greater luminary. As I thus ſat wait- 


ing, 


15 . 


ing, I obſerved a book lying on the 
table, which I had not before perceived, 
which I ſuppoſed to be a book of de- 
votion ; . but on opening it, found it to 
be a manuſcript, in the firſt leaf of 
which were theſe words. 


If this book ſhould ever fall into 


© the hands of any perſon, it is to in- 
„ form him that I lived on this unin- 
* habited iſland forty years; but now, 


ce finding the ſymptoms of death upon 


me, I am going to retire to another 


& ſtone room, where I ſhall lay me 


« down, and, if God pleaſes, reſt for 
* ever om all my troubles.” 


| As this was dated, as to the month and 
year, tho' without day of the month, I 


concluded he muſt be dead, as it was 


a month ago, and. therefore gave over 
” TO 
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—— 


all expectation of ſeeing the hermit, 
with the thought of whoſe preſence I 
had pleaſed myſelf. A little lower, in 
the ſame page, was added, If thou 
fhouldeſt be obliged to ſtay here any 
e time, there are no wild beaſts or nox- 
* jous animals to injure thee ; nor ſa- 
vages, except once a year, on one 
&* day, ſee page of this book, 397. 
How you may ſubſiſt, you may learn 
4 from the hiſtory of my life.“ 


1 immediately turned to the page re- 
ferred to, and found that it was yet 
two months to the time of the Indians 
coming on this iſland. I now thought 
I might ſleep ſecurely; I therefore ſhut 
the door, and faſtened is with a heavy 
ſtone that lay there, I ſuppoſed for that 
uſe. Coming back from the door I ſpied 

an 
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an heap of Indian roots, which I pre- 


ſently knew to be ſuch, and which 
ſerve inſtead of bread. As ſome of them 


were yet very good, and had been 


roaſted, being very hungry, I ate hear- 


tily, and drank more of the water. 
As I walked about the room I ſaw in 
a nook another ſhell, which I ima- 


gined to be filled with the juice of wild 
grapes, from the look and taſte, and 
therefore, as I was faint, drank ſome 


of i It, but with caution, as I found it 
was grown ſtrong with ſtanding. As 
the moon ſtill ſhone very bright, I took 
out my Greek Teſtament, which I al- 
ways carried i in my pocket, it being my 
cuſtom to read a chapter in it morning 


and night. I opened accidentally in 


the epiſtle to the Hebrews, and the 
firſt words that offered to my view were 
theſe; 
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As chap. xiii. ing. Ov * 
eud o "VT evxaTanimu. | I cannot 
but ſay they gave me great comfort, 
and I thought myſelf, in that moment, 
equal to all the difficulties I farefaw I 
had to encounter with, through the di- 


vine protection: though I very well 


remembered the caution my pious and 
judicious uncle gave me. Beware, 
ſaid he, of the practice of ſome en- 


* thuſiaſts of our times, who make the 


„ word of God literally an oracle, by: 


opening of it at particular times, and 


on particular occaſions, preſuming that 
_ ©. where-ever they open, they are to ap- 
« ply the paſſage to themſelves, or to 
the buſineſs they are about; becauſe 
many have thereby been led. into 
«+ ſpiritual pride, and others into deſ- 
pair, as they opened on a promiſe, or 
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4 4 curſe ; whilſt others have but too 
often, in the ſame manner, pleaded a 
c urrant from ſcripture to perpetrate 
« wickedneſs, or to propagate error. 
cc 'Fhough, added he, happy is the chri- 
« ſtian wWko by a prudent and' rational 
«uſe of the ſcriptures proeures com- 
<6. fort to his ſoul. For as the apoſtle 
«<: fays, Whatſoever things were written 
« aforetime, were written for our learn- 
ing, that we through patience and 
<« comfort of the ſcriptures, might have 
„ hope.” Rom. ch. XV. v. 4. 


i Raving read che whole chapter, and 
ſaid my prayers, I prepared to take my 
reſt on the ſtone couch, and laid down 
in my clothes, with more compoſure, 
notwithſtanding my dreadful ſituation, 
than my wicked captain, I think, could 
8 Os do, 
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do, though indeed, I believe, a man 
may ſin to ſuch a degree, as to render 
his conſcience quite callous; the moſt 
dreadful ſtate a human being can ſink 
into. Sleep ſoon cloſed my eyes, and 
did not awake till the ſun was up. 
My ſpirits cheered by ſuch timely re- 
freſhment, and my devotions perform 


ed, I quitted my cell, and directed my 


feet towards the ſea-ſhore, to ſee what 
was become of my cheſt that I had 
left there the preceding night ; little ex- 
pecting to ſee it again, becauſe I thought 
the working of the tide muſt have waſh- 
ed it into the ſea, or have buried it 
in the ſands. After ſome ſearch, I 
ſpied it almoſt buried indeed in the 
ſands, but was not much better for the 


diſcovery, as I was unable to remove 


it. I therefore returned to my cell, ate 
E 2 ſome 
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ſome of the Indian roots, and drank a 
little water, whilſt my mind was bu- 
fied, how I ſhould break open my 
cheſt, and ſo bring away at times what 
I could not at once. I had indeed a 
ſmall knife in my pocket, but that was 
not ſtrong enough to cut through a 
| thick board. I looked round my cell, 
but found nothing that could aſſiſt me. 
This gave me ſome concern, for if I 
could not come at my clothes, I con- 
ſidered that I ſhould ſoon be very un- 
eaſy to myſelf, and ſtarted at the 
thoughts of going naked ; however, 
for the preſent, I was obliged to > be. 
contented. 


But now other cares came into my 
mind. The roots I fed on were not 
all of them good, but only a few of them 

2 ſo; 
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ſo; and how was I to get more? I did ſup- 
poſe they grew in the iſland; but I was 


not fond of rambling. Though the her- 
mit's manuſcript aſſured me there were 
no inhabitants nor animals to hurt me, 
yet the thought of wandering alone 
was terrifying. I might loſe my way, 

and not be able to find my cell again, 
or not under a long time; and even 
ſhould I find plants near my habitation, 
how was I to make a fire to roaſt them? 


Other anxious thoughts ſtill preſſed 


upon my mind one after another. At 


laſt, I recollected, that in the memo- 


randum I had read the night before, 
I was informed, that the hermit's ma- 
nuſcript contained inſtructions how to 
ſubſiſt. This once more cheered my 
mind; and 1 now began to give it a 
careful reading, but not regularly; 
E 3 impa- 
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impatiently looking here and there for 


thoſe things that moſt concerned me. 
It was written in a fair legible hand. I 
ſoon found that there was a flint and 


Reel in the cell I was in; that at ſome 


diſtance there was a ſmall river. that 
ran quite through the iſland ; that he 


made uſe of the ſhell of a certain fiſh 


- 


for a lamp, in which he burned the 
fat of goats, and for a wick made uſe 


of a particular reed. 1 then ſearched 
to learn how he got goats to ſupply 
himſelf with fat, and, at laſt, met with 
this memorandum : © When I firſt 


E 


Fa Very. 28 they wer e oo wild to catch. 
But obſerving that they were very 


15 . of a yellow fruit that grows. 


« on. 


came upon this REY I found plen- 
© ty of goats, yet having no fire-arms, 
l was never the better for the diſco- 


(c 


© on ſeveral of the trees here, and that 


they were continually watching-whett 
any of it fell off to eat it, this ſuggeſt- 


* eda thought, that if I gathered ſame 


of it, I might poſſibly tame themiby 
giving them plenty of it to eat. 
accordingly broke down ſome of 


in my hand, they would follo me 
up and down like a dog, fo that I 
could catch them when I pleaſed. P 


found alfo that the goats, if I laid 


plenty of this fruit before them, 


would let me milk them whilſt 
* they fed. I from this time, no 
more wanted either milk or goats 


fleſh. | But as I knew this fruit 
would not be on the trees all 


the year, I gathered: large quan- 


tities of it in che ſeaſon, and 
FE 4 ſaved 
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'*;faved them to ſerve in the other 
part of the year. m" 
This information gave me great 
pleaſure; I immediately ſearched and 
found the ſteel and flint, and near them 
dry leaves and touch-wood. I now 
thought of ſetting fire to one end of 
my box, as thinking it better to burn 
part uf my clothes than come at none 
of them: but however, I'declined this 
method, in hopes of finding ſome bet- 
ter expedient; but was ſtill very un- 
eaſy, leſt the tide ſnould remove it in- 
to the ſea, or bury it out of ſight in 
the ſands; but I was obliged to run 
every riſk. A few days afterwards 
what I wiſhed for was effected by a 
means that at firſt thought would have 
entirely deprived me of my cheſt. I 
BSV 5 Was 


F 


was walking near the ſea - ſide, looking 


at my cheſt, when I obſerved the ſea to 
riſe, and preſently the winds blew ve- 


ry tempeſtuouſly. I retreated back 
enough to obſerve the ſtorm in 
fafety, which, at laſt, became very 


great, and ' ſoon ſaw my cheſt toſſed 
about by the waves, as though it had 
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been as light as a feather. I expected 5 


that every freſh wave would remove. it 


for ever out of my ſight; but it was 


removed further and further on ſhore, 


as the ſea advanced, till, at laft, 1 faw 


it no more. I then gave it up for loſt, 
and returned home, for ſo I now called 
"my cell, very uneaſy. 


However, the next day, the ſtorm 


being over the night before, and the 
ſun d very bright, I again viſited 


9 E 5 „5 
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the ſhore, and the ſpot where the cheſt 


had lain, but in vain. But ſeeing at a 
diſtance higher up from the ſhore ſome 
rocks, my curioſity led me to go up 
to them, not with any expectation of 

finding my cheſt, for I had given over 
all thoughts of it; but climbing up 


one of them, I found my cheſt lodged: 


there. I was glad to ſee it, though the 
ſame difficulty ſtill remained, how to 
open it. Being weary with climbing. 


the rock, I ſat myſelf down to reſt. 
As I was ſitting on that fide of the rock 
that declined to the, ſea, I obſeryed that 


on the other fide of the rock was a 


very deep deſcent, at the bottom of 
which were craggy ſtones, but level. 
with the reſt of the iſland. I was ſtart- 
led at my nearneſs to it; however, this 
Toggeſied ee. to my mind. If, 


* 


thought 


it. But after ſome conſideration, 1 


moved it, but not immediately; 


ber, 1 found the ground; en 


AR I, I. could . the cheſt down 
this precipice, the fall! might break it; 


at leaſt, it would be out of the reach 


of the ſea. However, 1 Was afraid to 
do fo, leſt I ſhould tumble over, with 


# 
4 


thought that if I laid myſelf, down on 
the ground, on the fide on Which 1 


got up, I might attempt it. * accord-. 
ingly tried, and with great difficulty; 
ac laſt. 


after a great deal of labour, it fell over. 
The noiſe it made, when it came go che 

ground frightened me, though Iknew! 
what it was. My: next buſigeſs.was, to 


get down the way I came. up, and then 


to find my way to the valley. I. Ki 
ſo, but was obliged. to go a great. deal 


about. When I was come near, to the 


E E, 
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that it Was with great difficulty,” and 
not without ſeveral falls, that 1 reached 
the cheſt, which 1 found broke into a 


great many Pieces, and it took me up 
near a whole day to remove the contents; 


gowns, linen, and many other uſeful | 
things. All theſe T conveyed to my 


cell; not a little pleaſed that I had, 
at laſt, conquered” this difficul ty, and 


4% Us, * 


But to return to "_ 1 left off: 


Raving found the ſteel and flint, I im- 
1 mediately” made a a trial of them, and 


they were | in very good order. 1 found 5 


thite lamp- ſhells ready prepared; 1 
lighted "hem, and they burnt very well. 


2, My next attempt was to get ſome: goats 
milk, as T had . fafted nothing but 


da roaſted 


was now ſupplied with things. that” 1 
| ſhould have nn W N 
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roaſted roots and water; I took a large 
fiſn-ſhell, of which T found plenty 
ready to my hand. It was not long 
before I met with the tree with the yel- 
low fruit, and ſeveral goats under it, 
who ran a little way off as I advanced, 
- but not out of ſight, but ſeemed to 
Wait as if they watched me. I found 
it very difficult to climb the tree; but, 
at laſt, got up and broke ſeveral bougs 
off: and as ſoon as I was down, the 
goats came to me; I laid the boughs 
down, and clapt my foot on them, left 
the goats ſhould drag them away. 1 
now tried to milk one of them, but ve= 
ry aukwardly, having never done ſo 
before. However, I got enough to 
drink then, and to bring home for ano- 
ther time. I repeated this practice till 
1 became very ready at it; and not 
knowing 


deal of it. 
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knowing how ſoon the fruit might fail, 
F took care to gather and ſave a good 


My next attempt was to kill a goat, 
as I found I grew weak. for want of 
more ſubſtantial food than plants and: 
milk. There was a knife fit for this. 


purpoſe in my cell, and ſeveral others, 'Y 
and forks ; but the thoughts. of killing 1 
| ſhocked me, and I was afraid to kill 4 
one whilſt the others ſaw me, leſt they | 


ſhauld be afraid, and ſhun me for the 
future. Having therefore thrown down 
a good deal of the fruit, with a bough 
of it, I enticed one of them. to follow 
me till out of the ſight of the others; 
and then, but with great uneaſineſs to 


myſelf, killed it. But a more dif- N 
ficult taſk was {till behind, to ſkin and 4 
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eut it up; but as my time was not ve- 
ry precious, I had enough to beſtow 
on it, and, at laſt, completed my job, 
though in a very bungling manner. I 
carried it home, and made a fire, hav- 
ing plenty of wood, and roaſting. ſome 
of it, I made a hearty grateful meal.. 
What I could not eat whilſt it was 
freſh, I ſalted ;. for I found plenty of 
ſalt on the rocks by the ſea-ſide. 


My next care was to provide a new 
ſtock of roots, as thoſe I found in 
the cell were nearly conſumed, It 
was not long before I found plenty; 
theſe I roaſted on a fire, and laid them. 
up. If I was now rich in proviſions, 
I was quickly more ſo; for almoſt eve- 
ry day, looking into the hermit's ma- 
nuſcript book, I learned from thence 
Bal Ml that 
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that there was not only plenty of ſhell- 
fiſh on the ſhore, all of them whole- 
ſome, except the black fleſh kind, but 
that every tide left great numbers of 
other fiſhes in the holes' and ſhallows. 
I ſoon taſted ſome of each ſort, and 
found them very delicious; particularly 


a ſhell-fiſh, like what are called oy- 
ſters in England, and which needed no 


dreſſing; others were of the lobſter 
and crab kind; the ſhells of the latter, 
being large, were very uſeful. Beſides 
fiſh and fleſh, I could alſo help myſelf to 


birds of various kinds, particularly ſome 
like larks, which I took according to 
the hermit's direction in this manner. 
From feveral of the trees ĩſſued a kind 
of glutinous matter, which J gathered 
and beſmeared the little low brambles 
and buſhes with it, and by that means 


catched 
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catched a great many ſmall birds, that . 
uſed to eat the berries of them. | 
What a plentiful table was here, fur- 
niſhed only at the expence of a little 
trouble | This happineſs I owed to the 
misfortunes of another; for had not 
the hermit made theſe diſcoveries, and 
left the means of my coming at the 
[7 knowledge of them, how miſerable muſt 
1 have been the ſtate of a lonely woman! 
Doubtleſs I ſhould ſoon have periſhed 
with hunger! How graciouſly does 
the goodneſs of providence often raiſe 
help to the diſtreſſed from the misfor- 
tunes of others! The hermit who made 
theſe diſcoveries, and by them was ſup- 
ported, had great reaſon to thank God, 
and I no leſs cauſe to be thankful to 
the ſame being who influenced his heart- 
ca 


. 
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to leave behind him the hiſtory of his 
life, which proved the preſervation of 
mine. 


If this reflection gladdened my heart, 
it was ſucceeded by one that gave me 
no leſs pain: At laſt, cried I, he died! 
“ —died here! —what might he not 
e feel for want of ſome kind friend to 
eaſe his ſufferings in his laſt hours! 
— Forty years without human ſociety! 
no opportunity offered to reſtore him to 
* his native, or to any other country ! — 
© mult this be my fate?“ Tears guſhed 
from mine eyes, and ſorrow filled my 
heart, Thus. weeping and lamenting I 
fat, and from time to time exclaimed, 
Wretched princeſs! what have I done to 
ſuffer thus from human treachery ? But 
at. length, a more comfortable view of 
my 
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my condition again preſented itſelf to 
my mind, and I was conſoled: for I 
again reflected on the great impro- 
bability that there was of my finding 
ſuch a reſource in my captivity, as the 
hermit's book, and how thankful 1 
ought to be. I will take this, cried I, 
as an earneſt of a future deliverance. At 
this inſtant, I experienced ſuch an in- 


f ward perſuaſion in my mind, that L., | 
ſhould eſcape from this iſland, that eve- at | 
5 ry uneaſy thought fled, and left my mind 
| a calm, ſcarcely to be expreſſed. I there- 
; fore aroſe, and went cheerfully about my 

little concerns; but not without having 
'} firſt thanked that God who had given. 
| me this conſolation. 
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CHAP, VI. 

Te thoughts of her diſtreſs occafion a 
ſevere fever; recovers, ſeeks comfort 
in ber own refletions. 


A I had now ſettled my manner of 


living, I was very eaſy on that 
head, till this reflection deſtroyed all my 
peace: Tis true, I am well provided 


for the preſent ; whilſt the ſummer and 


fine weather continue, I can, with little 
difficulty, or rather amuſement, ſupply 
myſelf with fiſh, fleſh, and fowl ; 


but winter no doubt will come, and 


how ſevere that ſeaſon may prove 1 
cannot foretel. How fhall I, during the 


inclemency of it, procure the means of 
_ ſubſiſtence ? There will be leſs plenty of 


_ the gu, which now ſpontane- 
AT - ouſly 


Pop 
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ouſly 1Nues from the trees, will then fail, 
the ſands on the coaſt being more fre- 
quently and violently agitated, will be 
unſafe, and my ſupplies! from thence 

leſs, perhaps none; the goats will al- 
to yield little or no milk; and the rain 
perhaps may continue for many days, 
| nay weeks, and confine me entirely to 
my cell. — Such were the anxious per- 
plexing thoughts that agitated my mind; 
and the fear of the future deſtroyed 
the enjoyment of the preſent. —l far diſ- 
ſolved in ſighs and tears, and indulged. 
my melancholy, tili the night drew on, 
when I laid me down, but not to reſt ; 
and ſo greatly was my mind afflicted, 
that it brought on a violent fever, at- 
tended: with a delirium. I raved, I 
_ cried, I laughed by turns. I ſoon be- 
came ſo weak, that I was ſcarce able to 
_ crawl. 
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«crawl from my bed to get fome wa- 
ter, of which I happened to have plen- 
ty. As my thirſt was great, I drank 
freely of it; but as the fever continued 
three days, I was now reduced to my 
laſt ſhell-full of water. I had at this 
time an interval of ſenſe, when I found 
J was too weak to go out of my cell 
to fetch more, yet my thirſt forced me 
to drink this; which I did, ſuppoſing 
it would be my laſt, and that death 
muft be my next potion: | I ſoon 
emptied the ſhell, and as well as I was 
able, and wich as much refignation as 
E could, laid me down to die. It was 
not long before I fell aſleep: for the firſt 
time fince the fever came on me; how - 
long I ſlept I could not tell, but awoke: 
in a great ſweat, and found my thirſt 
as great as ever, and to ſuch an. into- 

lerable 
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lerable degree, that I determined, if 
poſlible, to attempt going to the river 
to drink, though I died in the way; 
for death itſelf was more eligible than 
the thirſt I ſuffered. With much dif- 
ficulty I raiſed myſelf” up, and got up- 
on the ground ; but was obliged to 
crawl upon my hands and feet, and to 
reſt very often by the way before T 
reached the river. Surely deliverance 
itſelf could not have given me greater 
pleaſure than the fight of the water; T 
greedily thought there would be ſcarce 
enough to aſſuage my raging thirſt, I 
laid myſelf flat on the edge, and whilſt 
I drank, had the additional pleaſure of 
cooling my hands and face. 


At length, my thirſt was happily al- 
layed; but the river was not dried up. 
The 
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The coolneſs of the water was ſo agree- 
able to my hands and face, that I 
thought I would waſh my feet, as they 
burnt with no leſs fierceneſs. To do 
this. It was obliged to ſeat ' myſelf on 
the bank. It was with much labour and 
difficulty I did ſo; but had ſcarce 

placed myſelf, when either the bank 
broke down, or I ſlipt, and into the 
water I fell, and plunged all over. 
Whether the water by its coolneſs braced 
my nerves, and gave me ſtrength, or 
how I know not, but I ſoon reared my 
head above the ſurface, and crawled up- 
on the ſhore; when my weakneſs again 
returned, and I fell all along, unable ro 
ſtir, expecting to die every moment. 
At laſt, I fell into a deep ſleep, I ſup- 
| poſe for ſome hours, when I awoke in 
a violent ſweat ; I was till thirſty, but 

| not 


r 
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not ſo painfully as before, and even 


found myſelf refreſhed. I was fearful 


to have recourſe to the river, leſt I ſhould 
fall into it again, when obſerving a ſhe- 
goat aſleep, very near me, I made ſhift 
to creep ſoftly to her, and ſucked: her 
dugs, which ſhe happily permitted. This 
was at firſt a comfortable relief; but I 
ſoon after grew very lick, and vomited 
violently. But I found that my fever was 
quite gone off, and that I was no longer 
thirſty. Reflecting on the great eſcape 
I] had from drowning, and the ſavour- 
able change in my health, whereas 
the mere circumſtance of being immer- 
ſed in the water, in the condition I was, 
might have proved inſtant death, 1 
lifted up my heart unto God, and un- 


feignedly thanked him for his mercy. 


Vo . F I now 
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I now attempted to get up and crawl 


to my cell ; but found myſelf too weak 


to do either. All I could do was, to 
ſit up ſometimes a little. The ſun, in- 
deed, dried my clothes apace, but its 
heat was too violent to bear long; I was 
forced therefore to crawl a little way 


off under the ſhade of ſome trees that 


grew on the banks of the river; but 
this I was long performing, though not 
above two or three yards off. The ſhade 
of the trees protecting me from the ſun's 
ſcorching beams, and the cool breezes 
which came upon me from the river re- 
freſhing me greatly, I once more fell a- 


fleep. When I awaked I was greatly but 


| agreeably ſurpriſed to find how much bet- 
ter I was. My clothes were quite dry; 
and now [ hoped I might be able to get 
to my cell; for I ſaw the ſun was 
ſetting : 
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ſetting: though I was not thirſty, I could 
have been glad of ſome more milk, but 
there was no goat near me; for not- 
withſtanding the milk had made me 
ſick, yet I believe it contributed to my 
revovery, by clearing my ſtomach. I 
once more attempted to crawl] home, 


for I could do no more, and glad was I 


to do ſo. At laſt, I reached my cell, much 
fatigued and very weak, and greatly in 
want of ſome refreſhment. I ſoon re- 
collected there was ſome of that wine 
left that I drank of the firſt day I came, 
and made ſhift to reach it, but having no 
water to mix with it, I drank but a ve- 
ry little of it, and that little was too 
ſtrong for my ſtomach to ſtay in it. 


Still finding my ſtomach empty and 


uneaſy, I, at laſt, remembered my root 
bread, I cut a lice of it, and ſoaked 
Fx: - it 
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it in the wine; I ate ſparingly of it, and 
found it agreed with me, and refreſhed 
me greatly. The reſt of it I laid by 
| my couch, and bit a piece of it now and 
then, for I lay awake moſt part of the 
night, but free from both thirſt and 
fever. G 97 120 


Towards morning I ſlept foundly, 
and when I awaked I was much ſur- 
priſed to find. how my ſtrength was re- 
cruited, or rather my weakneſs abated. 
I got up, and moſt heartily thanked 
God for my recovery, and with; the 
help of two ſticks made ſhift to walk, 
though flowly. I reached ſome of the 
yellow fruit with which ] uſed: to entice 
the goats, and laid it before the door, 
in hopes, that the goats would ſee it, 
for I could not walk in ſearch of them; 

* put- 
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putting ſome ſtones upon the boughs, 


that they might not drag them away. 


At laſt a ſhe-goat came, and I milked 
her, and drank a large ſhell of it, with 
a little bir of my root bread. This 
agreed extremely well with my ſto- 


mach; I continued this practice for 


about a week, once a day, drinking a 


little wine with water; and thus once 
more happily recovered my health and 
my ſtrength to ſuch a degree, that I 


could now walk about and do my lit- 
tle buſineſs ; and, in a week more, was 
as well and almoſt as ſtrong as be- 
fore. I now had been upon this place 
a month; for as I had an Almanack 
with me, I kept an exact account of 
time, that I might be ſure to conceal 


NE on the day the Indians were to 


F 3 arrive, 
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arrive, as cautioned by the hermit's 
manuſcript. | 


Being thus recovered, I could not 
but reflect that I owed my late ſick- 
neſs to my giving way to thoſe anxi- 


ous corroding cares that had ariſen in 


my mind concerning my future ſub- 
fiſtence 3 and I could not but condemn 
my folly, and mourn for the ſinfulneſs 
of it, and of which, I veel ea 
| 


* 
1 


My dear uncle was a great recom- 
mender of meditation: That man,” faid 


he e, cc hardly knows that he is a think- 
* ing being, who does not often medi- 
0 tate by himſelf. It is,“ ſaid he, ea glo- 


cc rious privilege, and he who practiſes 


. 
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it will grow wiſer and better by an 


* hour's ſerious meditation than by a 
% month's reading.” We ſhould,” 
continued he, be often inculcating 
upon our minds the truths we know, 


and they will become fixed. We 


© ſhould often rebuke, advile, and conſole 
* ourſelves, and we ſhall become bet- 
© ter men, more prudent, and more con- 
** tented,” I was fo ſtrongly convinced 


of the reaſonableneſs and utility of this 


practice that I adopted it. And, ac- 
cording to his further advice, uſed to talk 


to myſelf aloud, as the occaſion re- 


quired, as I would to another; and 
that with all the force of argument, 
vehemence, and energy of expreffion'F 
could, or as the nature of the ſubject 
required. Upon theſe occaſions I have 


been frequently ſurpriſed to find how 


1 my 
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my underſtanding has been convinced, 
my affections moved, aud my will de- 
termined. I have aſſented to a truth I 
never before believed, wept at the. con- 
viction of a fault, and have found a 
conſolation in a time of trouble that I 
did not expect. . On theſe occaſions, it 
was always mycuſtom to imagine to my- 
ſelf that my uncle was ſpeaking to me ; 
this I thought, as it were, inſpired me, 
and; gave 'an energy to my words, 
ſtrength to my arguments, and com- 
manded_my attention. I have ſome- 
times indulged this reverie to ſuch a 
degree that I have really imagined, 
at laſt, that 5 uncle Was ſpeaking 
to. me. | 

5 refleding on my late ſickneſs 
and the occaſion of it, I was led into 
YI * 2 one 
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one of theſe ſoliloquies; and thug, in 
the imagined perſon of my uncle did 
I addrels myſelf. : fait 


* In vain, I find, are the precepts 
that I ſo often inculcated on your 


„ mind; they have not reached your 
heart, and, I fear, are eraſed from 


your memory. It was eaſy in the 


day of profperity to hear inſtructions 
< how to bear adverſity, but in the 
< hour of calamity they are forgotten. 
From the days of your infancy the 
< ſmiles of providence almoſt conſtantly 
attended you, You were too young at 
your - mother's death long to feel her 
* loſs; and that of your father's: was 
the moſt poignant. Indeed, to be at 
once deprived of your great affluenee, 
and ſecluded from human ſociety, are 


I 5 “ afflictions 


— 
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** affictions not of a light weight, But 
& till, could you find no conſolation ? 
The dread of approaching winter, in 
“ your ſituation, might alarm; but ſure, 

at your firſt coming on this iſland, 
* you had no leſs reaſon, ſurely more 
“ ſo, to be alarmed for your then im- 
© mediate preſeryation. Yet what fa- 

«© yvourable circumſtances have inter- 
% vened! And ſuch as, if properly im- 
* proved, may prevent the calamities 
you dread. How preferable is your 
condition to that of thoſe conſigned 

to ſlavery for life! forced to bear 
& with accumulated -evils, utterly un- 

* known to you! ſlaves to a tyrant, 

and the ſubjects of unrelenting cru- 

* elty! Ah, Eliza! would we but 

“ compare our ſufferings with thoſe of 

others, where would the wretch be 

R found 
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. found who would not have ſomething 
* wherewith to conſole himſelf? 


4 


% How many have voluntarily quit» 


ted the advantages of lociety, to avoid 


ce the temptations of it, in a worſe re- 
<< tirement than yours? Thus might 


e reaſon with a heathen, and I think, 
e not without ſucceſs. But. is not 
& Unca a chriſtian, or would be ſuch ? 


Receive then the inſtructions of a 


* 


higher ſchool, and learn of a better 


* maſter. Remember him who through 
© ſufferings was made perfect, and that 


** the diſciple is not to be above his 
« maſter, Let then your whole life be 
© one continual "A@opwyres 85G ru Ino'sv. 


„The greater your calamities, the 


greater ſhould be your truſt and 
- confidence in God. He who relies 
6 moſt 


ee moſt on his providence, glorifies 
e him moſt, We ſhould never neg- 
ect the uſe of means whilſt in our 
power: but when they fail, we muſt 
« {till Took up to him, who needs them 
* not; for when we have done our ut- 
8 moſt, we muſt not deſpair, as though 
8 God's power was cut off with ours. 
No; at ſuch à time we muſt com- 
* mit ourſelves and our wants to him, 
et with a firm perſuaſion that he will 
% help us. If we make him the object 
se of our faith and prayers, we ſhall 
te become the ſubjects of his mercy, 
* Remember godlineſs hath the promiſe 
c of this life, as well as of that which is to 
come. But always be mindful that we 
<« are to commit ourſelves to him by a 
c patient continuance in well doing. — 
2 e Weir fights of faith will war- 
. rant 


a 
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< do unleſs we prove ourſelves to be his 
« ſervants by keeping his commands; for 


<« true ſaving faith always produces good 


Works. Believe and obey; be thank- 


<« ful to God for the mercies you en- 


ce joy, and truſt in him for thoſe you 
* want. The citizen may be wretched 
and the ſolitary happy. Human fe- 
« licity or miſery is confined to no 
* place or circumſtance of life. T he 
« ſervant of God is ſafe whereſo- 
« ever or howſoever he be. Hum- 
„ ble thyſelf therefore, under the Al- 
e mighty hand of God, and he ſhall 
« exalt thee in due time. Let not your 
care for this preſent life make you 


* neglect that of a future one. Should 


oa 


. cc 


S not find the way to heaven the more 


cc rant our confidence in him, nothing will 


— * — == a 


your body die here, your ſoul will 


difficult. 
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6 difficult. Though the cloud of af- 


« fliction now hangs over your head, 
6c the ſun of mercy behind may diſpel 


« It, and once more ſhow his glorious 
1*© face. Believe, obey, and truſt, and 


6k be ſaved, bleſſed, and delivered,” 


Thus did I endeavour to fortify my 
heart, and to learn patience and reſig- 
nation to the diſpenſations of provi- 
dence; nor were my attempts in vain z 
nor did I ever again ſuffer ſuch anxious 


cares as thoſe from which I was juſt 


now delivered. Submiſſion or hope, 
one or both, were ever after in a leſs 
or greater degree * ſolace. 
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c HAP. VII 
Again conſults the hermit's manuſeript; 
ſome account of his life; finds the her- 
mitage to be the temple of the fun ; 
diſcovers a great number of mummies, 
and on ber return from exploring the 
temple, perceives the hermit at bis de- 
volions. 


HAD not yet read the hermit's 
manuſcript regularly, but here and 


there, as I hoped to find ſome neceſſary 


and uſeful directions for my manner of 
ſubſiſtence. But having now pretty 


well attained this deſirable end, I pur- 


poſed to read it from the beginning re- 


_ gularly through, without omitting any 
part. But before I begun, for I found it 


would 
| 4 
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would take up a great while, I once 
more haſtily looked it over, to find 
when, and what kind of winter I had 
to expect. I found that it was now 
but the beginning of the ſummer, or 
rather ſpring, and that I had at leaſt 
ſix months certain good weather be- 
fore me, except ſome great ſtorms of 
thunder and lightning. As I had fo 
much time between me and winter, 
I did not ſtop now to learn how the 
hermit provided againſt that event; but, 
according, to my firſt intention, aſſigned 


a few hours every day to the hiſtory of 
his life. 


As I have this manuſcript ſtill in 


my poſſeſſion, I ſhall do no more than 


give a very ſhort view of its contents, 
though the whole of it would very well 
| : de- 
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deſerve to be made public. From this 
manuſcript 1 learned, that the hermit 
as I called him, on account of his re- 
cluſe life, might yet be more properly 


| called ſo on account of his extraordi- 


nary piety. The hiſtory of his life 


is indeed wonderfully extraordinary, 


highly entertaining, and full of im- 
provement. The firſt thirty years of 
his life were unhappily conſumed in 
more than uſeleſs follies; in vices that 
had well nigh brought him to a ſname- 
ful exit, but ended only in the lofs 
of his liberty, which he very unex- 
pectedly and no leſs wonderfully re- 
gained; if his living the laſt forty 
years of his life in this place may be 
called a ſtate of liberty. 


But 


— 
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But his reſidence here proved the 


happy means of his converſion, of 


which with great modeſty and ingenu- 


ouſneſs, he gives an ample account. 
The manner of his living here was at- 


tended with a greater variety of events, 
than could have been expected from 
ſuch a ſolitary fituation, His occa- 
ſional reflections are ſenſible and pious, 
uſeful and pertinent, The cell, as I 
called it, that I now inhabited, I found 


to be but one of many others; the 


ruins, as he rationally conjectured, of 
ſome very ancient palace, or rather 
temple, which he ſuppoſed anciently 
belonged to a very large ſtatue, or 
image, at a conſiderable diſtance from 
the place of my habitation, and to 
which the ruins approached, and in 


part ſurrounded. This he imagined to 
have 
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have been an ancient idol ſacred to the 


| ſun, which the Indians adored. For, 
ſays he, Once a year, vaſt numbers 
« of them come over from the conti- 
* nent in canoes, on the oppoſite ſide 


« of the iſland, and having ſpent al- 


© moſt the whole day in a kind of de- 
e votion to this idol, they then go back 


* again, and never reviſit it till the an- 
„ nual return of the ſame day.“ The 
knowledge of which he having learned, 
he took ſuch effectual care to conceal- 
himſelf, that he never was diſcovered, 


as I afterwards was certainly ſatisfied. 
The latter part of his life was uni- 
formly the ſame to the time that he 


wrote the memorandum already men- 
tioned, which ſays, That he was retired 
from the cell he uſually inhabited, to die 


in ſome other. 
I had 


5 
v2 

* 
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I had not patience to go through the 
whole hiſtory, till I had ſeen this extraor- 
dinary idol. For this purpoſe, I got up ear- 
ly the next morning, put ſome roots in 
my pocket, and a ſhell to drink out of, 
that I might have the whole day at my 
command. I could not, indeed, but have 
| obſerved before, that there were many 
other ſtone rooms beſides that which I in- 
habited; but had never as yet gone into- 
any other excepting two; in one of which 


] laid up the branches of yellow fruit Iga- 
thered for the goats, and the other in which 
I kept my dried goat's fleſh, and ſome 
dried fiſh. Upon ſearching, I found 


ſome uninhabitable, others in as good 


condition as that I dwelt in, ſome well 
lighted with holes on the ſides, others 


dark. But being curious to fee if I 
could diſcover why this diſtinction was 
| made, 
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made, not being far from my cell, 1 


fetched one of my lighted lamps. 


The firſt room I entered, I found 
ſurrounded with mummies, like thoſe I 
have read of in the hiſtories of Egypt, 
and one of which I once ſaw in Eng- 
land. At firſt I ſtarted ; but inſtantly 
recollecting, that I had no cauſe to 
fear, I examined them with great at- 
tention. They were all placed upright, 
as cloſe as they could be round the 
cell, without touching one another, 
Obſerving Indian characters upon each 
of them finely painted, beſides various 
drawings of birds, beaſts, inſects, and 


other things, I examined them more 
nicely. As I underſtood the Indian 
languages perfectly, I ſoon learned that 


theſe had been prieſts of the ſun. Each 
mummy had on it the name of the 


prieſt, 
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prieſt, his age, and the time of his death 

by which I found that moſt of them had 
been there at leaſt one thouſand years. 
Leaving this, I went into another, and 


another, till I had viſited a dozen, all fill- 


ed in the ſame manner, with the ſame or- 
der of men, all uninjured by time. 


Some. other rooms, which were much 
more ſpacious, were filled with ſtone: cof- 
fins, with juſt room to paſs between, and 
againſt the walls they were placed, at 


a little diſtance between each, to the 


height of four coffins. Theſe I ſup- 
poſed had not been embalmed, for as 


they were all uncovered, I could ſee no 


remains of their bodies but the aſhes ; 
but at the head of each, lay a kind of 
coronet. I took up ſeveral of them, 
and imagined they were made of gold, 


as I afterwards found they were. I ſup- 
| poſe, 
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poſe, from the make of them, they had 
been worn upon their heads. 


I ſhould have obſerved that when 1 
was viewing the mummies, I found 
golden coronets placed upon each of 
their heads, but of a larger and dif- 
ferent make, which ſhowed that they 
had never been worn, but made on 
purpoſe, as I conjectured, for the uſe 
to which they were applied. I was ve- 
ry deſirous to know who thoſe had been 
whoſe aſhes only remained, and at laſt, 
diſcovered an inſcription on the head- 
ſtone of each coffin, from which I 
learned that they had been virgins of 
the ſun, conſecrated to the ſervice of 
the temple. Of theſe virgins I found 
in different rooms many hundreds, and 
ſeveral hundreds of the prieſts. As 1 
continued 
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continued my ſearch, I found other 
rooms, but all at a little diſtance from 
one another, ſome not at all injured 
by time, others a little, and ſome a 
great deal. At laſt, I came to a group 
of, I believe, about five hundred, of a 
different form from the reſt, and much 
leſs. Each of theſe contained only one 
mummy, which, upon inſpection, I 
found were the mummies of the high- 
prieſts of the ſun. Theſe had alſo a 
crown of gold on their heads, and 
ſuſpended on their breaſts, a golden 
figure of the ſun, -rudely carved in 
gold. What a collection of mummies 
and of golden treaſure! * But what 
<« is this?” cried I, © I had too much 
gold before to be happy.” This re- 

flection gave birth to a ſigh; but 1 
ſoon ſuppreſſed its progreſs; and as I 
found 
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found the day was too far gone to pur- 

ſue my journey to the idol, I returned 
ruminating on what J had ſeen, towards 

my ſolitary cell; for ſuch I muſt ſtill 
call it, though I might truly ſay to 

my apartment in the palace. I ſhould 

have mentioned that in each of the 
dormitories, I found a lamp of gold 
ſuſpended from the roof; one of theſe 

was ſtill burning. This confirmed what 

1 had read of the en OM of 

the ancients. "TE? 


'I 1 bad: indulged myſelf ſo long in 
my rambles among theſe dormitories, . 
that it was dark before I reached my 
cell. But what was my aſtoniſhment 
4 when puſhing the door open, I ſaw in 
my cell a light! This, at the fame 
Inſtant, diſcovered to my ſi ight, a ve- 
Vol. I. 8 nerable 
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nerable old man, with a long beard, kneel: 
ing as at his prayers. I concluded, that 
it muſt be the ghoſt of the old hermit. 
This was too much; and I ſunk down 
in a ſwoon. My fall, I ſuppoſe, alarmed 
the hermit; for, when I came to my- 
ſelf, I found him- fitting by me, ſup- 
porting me in his arms, being too 
weak to lift me up. As ſoon as he ſaw 
me revive, My daughter,” ſaid he 
©© becomforted, you are ſafe; whatever 
te misfortune may have brought you 
& here, what protection and help a 
cc poor feeble old man can Swe, you 
- . * on.. f 


© 


. a little more e I 808 
up, and accompanied the old man into 
the cell; though not as yet thoroughly 
d whether I converſed with the 
04911 | _ . dead, 
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dead, or the living. In the mean time 
he brought the ſhell char had ſtill ſome 
Vine in it to me; I drank a little of 
it, and found myſelf quite recovered,' 
when we entered into diſcourſe.” He 
then drank ſome Himſelf, a 202 
$6 Holy ä 1 1. bY en 
% you had been dead ſome weeks ago; 
are you really living, or de Econ 
« verſe with a ſpirie? My caugktet,“ 
returned the hermit, am really a | 
* living body, though too weak and 
«+ faint to live much longer. But how] 
„comes it that you "ſpeak to me in 4 
e manner as if you knew eme? L Was 
ſutprized to ſee you here but more ſd 
<< to hear you talk in this manner; and, 
did not your late ſwooning convince 
me tne: you are a motel Ie myfelf, 
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s alſo diſcourſing with a ſpirit.” 


him with the cauſe of my coming on 


i happy as to have my misfortunes 


« wrote,“ continued he, the memo- 


« ing death, that you have read, and 


& J ſhould think that I, in my turn, 


SE, +: : 
This gave me occaſion to acquaint 


the iſland, and what had paſſed ſince, to 
the time of our * 


£ « | Slows I 3 ae By ce been 0 


prove the means of affording aſſiſt- 
& ance, to an innocent and unhappy 
* ſufferer ? Thanks be to God !—I 


«© randum of my ſuppoſed approach- 


thinking my end to be very near, 
<< walked out with a deſign to go to 
& one of the dormitories belonging, 
* as find by your informayion; to the 
20 vir- 


40 
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virgins of the ſun, in order to clear 


one of them of the aſhes it contained, 
and lay myſelf down in it; and there 


to await my approaching diſſolution, 
which I thought could not then be 
far off; but as I was going thither 
a kind of delirium ſeized my brain, 
and I wandered up and down, un- 


knowing where T went. Though 


I had intervals of ſenſe, they never 


continued long enough for me either 
to find my way back to my cell, or 
to a dormitory. The only advan- 
tage I reaped, from them was when 
J found myſelf hungry or dry, to 
gather fruits to eat, and to ſeek for 
water. I ſuppoſe in my rambles I 
got to the more remote part of the 


iſland. Once indeed I imagined I 


was very near my cell, and that I 


3 * 3 thought 


—̃ v 
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thought I ſaw the figure of a woman 
ſtanding at the door; upon which 1 


ce halloed as loud as I could; but it va- 
© nifhed like lightning from my ſight. 
Having to- day the enjoyment of my 


*© ſenſes; I at the cloſe of. it found 


emy way to my cell; there was juſt 
light enough to guide me to one of 
my lamps, which I lighted, and was 


leneeled down to ſay my prayers, when 


the noife of your fall made me turn 


a % round in a ſtart, and I beheld you 


< lying on the ground. This aug- 
*- mented my ſurprize, and it was ſome 
moments before I could recover my- 


L ſelf, ſo as oy be able to move to your 
- — hr a cee 1 eee 
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The hermit dies; | the idol. of the ſun 
deſcribed ; diſcovers a ſu ubterra nean cell, 
that: leads 1% the. e de al (By idol; a 
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Fine the, d ne his f 
diſcourſe, . 1 told him, I believed 
that he really. ſaw me, for that. about a 
month ago, as. already related in the 
foregoing part of my life“, the day 1 
was put upon the. iſland, a8 [ ſtood at 
the door of his. cell, fearful to enter, 1 | 
then imagined ; that 1 heard an human 
voice calling to me; the fright drove | 


me into the cell; the but. from that time 
to. this I could. never account t for it, but 
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concluded afterwards that the noiſe ex- 
iſted only in my fearful imagination. 


During our converſation we - refreſhed 
ourſelves with ſome goats fleſh and 
roots, and, now the night being far 
ſpent, I perſuaded the hermit, after 
much intreaty, to repoſe himſelf on 
the ſtone couch, whilſt 1 ſat in the 
chair. The ſun was far advanced the 
next morning, when 1 found the hermit 


ill reclined on the couch. I thought 
he might ſtill be ſleeping, and went foft- 


ly out, to get ſome | age milk for our 


breakfaſt, and after my return waited 


ſome hours for his awaking; ; but as he 


did not ftir, I began to ſuſpect hemi hc 
be dead. At laſt I perſuaded myfelf to 


go nearer, and now perceived he was 


really ſo. I was ſorry ſo foon to have loſt 


ET of — 
: . 


T a 102 
1 no er 
- D 7 „ r 3 * 
* n 8 4 0 7 N 8 3 1 W 1 %. a 1 SOR F < ” 8 WA 5 Fear nia, 
9H R S x EE WR tte 1 r : 4 Rr ITT SS OTF T ra , 
Nen ee CIIENS e e A T3 8 82 . ˙—11 8 * eee th kt 
: 10 75 0 a 4 en. OR A 5 5 8 Se N LO " 2 - $A 3 W "#1 PG 
HATS << * 2+ ERR. 85 NE 25 8 8 1 2 N $72.3 Te * > RE . Mg! * : YN ys 1 . r N 
: We. ,"_< En, 


N 
2 : 
* 
: 38; 
* 
8 
* 
Fa 
+ [4 
| 4 
oy 1 
9 
x 4 
Wh 9 
3 2. 


8 2 
Fe. 
9 
Ks 
$ 
7 
* 
8 
©. 
1 F 
4 N 
"A 
22 
3 
2 
* 
PA 
F 
8 1 
th $ 
ls 
I = 
* * 2 
. 
g 6 
# 
| Se! 
Moe 
P32. 
a 5, . 
8 
. 
35 
bh b 
* 
44 
£45 
BONE 
Fa ; 
md. © 
e 
2 
3 
x 
vis 
ZN 
2 * 
** 
25 
4 > | 
1 
ES 
p39 
2 
£4 
25 
FR 
. 
1 1 
— 
4 
© is 
4 o 
7 ] 
i& 3 
*7 
#4 
2 
7 
4 *. 
3 
IB 
KY, 
8 
1 
25 


4 — , 
TT a ern a 6 ee ns. 6; 
oy nne 


9 C 1 
LS 
< 


AMERICAN. 129 


his ſociety, from which 1, , promiſed. 
myſelf much ſolace. As it was im- 
poſſible for me to remove him, had I 
ſet myſelf to \ convey. =—_ cee, out of 
the room into another, which I found 


equally convenient; only I had the 
trouble to gather moſs n leaves to 
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When 1 e the. room m entirely; 1 
pulled the door after me, and with looſe 


cloſed it up that no creature could enter. 


The day was now too far ſpent to re- 


new the ſearches of the day before; 


which I therefore deferred till the next 
day, when I awoke early, and having 


* 


provided for my ſubſiſtence as, before, 


once more viſited theſe ſolitary TWINS. 
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Meeting nothing new 1 Sideafowed to 
find my way to the idol; which was 
not very difficult, as the ruins of the 
buildings continued quite from my firſt 
cell to the idol. As T approached nearer 
to it, I found the form of the building 
to vary much from what J had before 
ſeen. The rooms or cells here were 
much larger than the dormitories; and 
were I ſuppoſe the apartments, ſome of 
which were ſtill entire, which the prieſts 
inhabited. By all that I could fee 1 


concluded that this palace had never 


deen raĩſed higher than one ſtory; which 
might be the reaſon that it covered fo 
great an extent of Je" 8 | 
Now, at the diſtance of about a mik 
From the place of my abode, as near 
as I could calculate, I came near to the 
9M CW _ 
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idol; and here I ſuppoſe. the temple; 
began; for I found no more apart- 
ments, but the remains of a wall, which 
had antiently, no doubt, ſurrounded the 
idol, and left a large area in the middle. 
In the center. ſtood this idol. Round 
it was an aſcent of twenty ſtone ſteps. 
The image, itſelf, of gold, greatly ex- 
ceeded human ſize: it reſembled a man 
clad in a long robe or veſt; which 
reached quite down to the pedeſtal-ſtane 
or foundation on which it ſtood, and lay 
in folds upon it. This image was girt 
about the waiſt as with a girdle, and on 
each breaſt gathered to a point, faſtened 
as it were, with a button; the neck. 
and boſom quite bear like the manner 
of women; on the head was a curi- 
_ ouſly wrought crown, and between the 
two breaſts an image of the ſun carved 
G 6 in 
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in gold, as was all the reſt of it. The 
right hand ſupported the figure of a 
new moon, and the left held a cluſter 
of ſtars. On the back part of the 


idol was written in large Indian charac- 
ters to n, s purpoſe, TRE ORACLE or 


THE sun. I aſcended the ſteps, and 
threw a ſtone at the | image, and. found i it 


| Was hollow. ' 


Having now pretty hel ſatisfied my 


| curioſity, I began my walk home again. 


In my way thither, as J kept a ſtrait 
way as nearly as the buildings would 


| admit, 1 ſtruck my foot againſt ſome- 


thing and fell down. T got no hurt; 
as ſoon as I was up again, I turned 
round to ſee at what I had ſtumbled, 
and found it to be a large iron bar. 


Upon removing the earth, that covered 
5 e "I 
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part of it, 1 diſcovered a kind of trap- 
door of the ſame metal, of which this 
was a part, and two ſtrong bolts. I 
endeavoured, with ſtones, to force the 
bolts open, but did not effect it with- 
out great labour, and then with equal 
difficulty pulled the door up, on the 
inſide of which were two other bolts 
to faſten it within-ſide. A ſtone ſtair- 
caſe preſented itſelf; 1 went down a 
few ſteps ; but as they led me under 
the earth, I found it too dark to proceed 
without a light. But my curioſity: was 
ſo: much excited, that I determined ö to 
go home, and fetch a light to explore 
this ſubterraneous cavity. For this 
purpoſe I brought three danke 
and my tinder- box. : 
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As ſoon as I. was got to the bottom 
of the ſtairs, and had loſt all ſight of 
the light above, I fat down one of my 
lighted lamps; at a further diſtance I, 
ſat down another in the ſame manner, 
and with a third and my tinder- box, 
in caſe the light ſhould- go out, then 
proceeded. I made uſe of theſe three 

lights to render the paſſage ,lefs terriſy- 
ing, and that I might be in lefs danger 
ble of admitting only one perſon to 
walk abreaſt, but high enough to 
admit a perſon of more than the higheſt 
ſtature. Almoſt all' the way on each 
: fide there were a kind of nitches or 

holes. Upon examining them I found 

they contained a variety of things, all 
of gold, of which I knew not the uſe, 
belides 
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beſides a great number of rings, brace- 

lets, lamps, and crowns. An im- 
menſe treaſure! a litle further I diſ-— 
covered a kind of room, pretty ſpa- 
cious; im this hung up a great many, 
as I ſuppoſed, ſacred veſtments. Theſe 
were formed of gold wire, or rather of 
narrow plated gold curiouſly folded, or 
twiſted together like | net work. 


I was farpriſed is find 1 little wt 
were tarniſhed ; bur the place in which 
they hung was very dry, and had very lit- 
tleair. Among theſe veſtments were ſome 
of more extraordinary workmanſhip 
and richneſs. The largeſt was, as it 
were, ſprinkled over with precious ſtones, 
and here and there a large diamond, 
It appeared to be in the ſame faſhion 
with that with which the ſtatue of the 
91 ſun 


— TC — jù— 


— 


. e , A RE Ie 
& | 


136 The FEMALE 


ſun was clothed. By this hung a kind of 
cloſe veſt or caſſock of the ſame make, de- 


ſigned I ſuppoſed to be worn under the 
other, with diamond buttons to faſten it. 
Near this was a crown of moſt exquiſite 
make, richly beſet with precious ſtones 
of . various ſizes and colours; one 


on the top particularly large, which 


emitted from all parts of it a light 
greater than that of uu lamp. 
13 che ſame room was a 3 a, 
or rod, with a {mail image of the ſun 


on the top of it. I ſuppoſed theſe two 


5 


laſt veſtments might have belonged to 


the high prieſt ; ® and the ſtaff likewiſe. 
In looking over the gold rings, I found 
one which was ſet round with precious 
ſtones, with a very large one in the 


middle, which ſhone with a luſtre equal 


to 
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to that on the top of the crown, as 1 
ſuppoſed the high-prieſts wore; this 
I put on one of my fingers, and two of 
the richeſt bracelets, beſet with Pre- 
cious We on each of m arms. 


Having Luſiciently ſatisfied my cu- 
rioſity with looking at treaſures that 
could yield me no real ſervice, I walked 
on a little farther, and found another 
flight of ſtairs; theſe I aſcended, won- 
dering whither they would lead me. 
They were very narrow and ſteep; which 
I ſoon found, led me up into the image 
of the ſun. At laſt I got quite into 

the body of it, and my head within 
the head of it. There were holes 
through the mouth, eyes, noſe, and ears 
of it; ſo that I could diſtinctly ſee all 
oyer * iſland before me, of which the 
height 
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height I was at gave men great com- 
mand. I indeed thought I could even 
So be ſea. en to $00 00 2Uq 
235. 325819 flodoit 5111 
My. aſtoniſhment. was ſo Seat at 
what I had ſeen, that I exclaimed aloud, 
% What wonders are here ! As I ſpoke 
theſe words pretty loud, I had ſcarcely 
uttered them, before I was almoſt Run- 
ned with the ſound of my own voice. 
This image, particularly the head of it, 
it ſeems, was ſo wonderfully conſtructed 
as to inereaſe the ſound of even a low 
voice to ſuch a degree as to exceed that 
of the lopdeſt ſpeaker : for afterwards 
faying, in as low a voice as 1 could, 
«< What a knowledge of mechanics muſt 
* the ancients have had!“ I might, I 
dare ſay, have been heard as far as the 
pp voice is commonly heard in- 
108 5 wlligibly. 
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telligibly. Nothing therefore could be 
more natural for me to conclude than 
that this image was anciently uſed to 
give out oracles J tried to ſing an 
hymn in my uſuab pitch of voice; but 
the ſound was too much for my ears to 
bear; and I was n to * my 
1 7: 00 Yo b e 
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61 now ehiouh 1 it time to deſcend aid 
go home, leſt the night ſhould come - 
on me. The extraordinary things that 
I had ſeen afforded me a variety of 
_ agreeable. refletions'in my way home, 
and took off from the horror of the 
gloomineſs that the approaching even- 
ing ſhed around me. Nor did the 
thought of walking among the remains 
of the dead give me the leaſt terror. 
.. reached my cell, and pre- 

pared 
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pared to take my reſt, 1 was alarmed 
with a loud clap of thunder, I cannot 


ſay terrified, for I naturally love to hear 
it thunder; there is ſomething awful 


and great in. it, that always compoſes 
my mind, raiſes it above the things of 
fenſe, and fills my mind with noble 
and exalted ideas of God; whoſe pre- 
ſence I think it, as it were, beſpeaks. 
I bow and reverence : for though ſen- 


- fable that both it and lightning are the 
effects of natural cauſes, yet I conſider 


them as under the direction of God; 
and doubt not that they are ſometimes 
directed to anſwer ſome nn ends 
of proridence. 95 


| F this kind, that ſometimes 
happen in Europe, are by no means 
to o be 6 to thoſe in theſe parts; 

and 
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and of the latter fort was that ' which 
I am now mentioning. The claps of 
thunder were prodigious. loud and long; 


the lightning almoſt without intermiſ- 


ſion. I was fearful that the ſtone room 
I fat in might be thrown down,” and 
n. went out. 


But what did I behold ! Imagination | 


can ſcarcely conceive ſuch a total dark- 


neſs as then covered the earth; as if 
every particle of light had been an- 


nihilated, and primitive chaos had once 
more reſumed its reign; when in an 


inſtant the thunder roared, as if the 
whole earth had been burſting into 
atoms, whilſt the lightning ſhowed the 
air one entire body of liquid fire, and 
ſo illumined the earth, that I knew 
not which was brighter, that or the air- 

- It 
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It was too much to bear; I Again 
ſought my cell, and there trembling 

waited the diſſolution of all things,” as 
1 indeed then W . 


1 Lappeſ⸗ Ou dad ful ina mind 
continue two hours, hen it gradually 
expired, or rather ſeemed to retire, 
elſewhere, in' : more low. and diffant 
ſouonds, and all was calm as though it 
had always been ſo. I foon became 
compoſed myſelf, and once more re- 
tired to reſt. But what a new ſcene 
preſented itſelf the next morning, when 
I came out of my habitation to view 
| the effects that the laſt night might 
ill have produced! My way was fre- 
i quently obſtructed by trees torn up with 
# their roots, and ſcattered here and there, 
and the earth in many places covered 
| „„ 5 * wich 


r _ 


with the bodies of dead birds] goats, 
&. and the carcaſſes of other ſmall 
animals, whoſe names I knew not. But 
when I approached the ſea-ſhore, the 
objects were changed; but to ſuch as 
ftilt-thowed how dreadful the ſtorm 
had been. The foam, which the agi- 
tated ſea had thrown on the ſhore, lay 
in great quantities intermixed with a 
prodigious number of dead fiſh; | ſome 
of an enormous ſize. Many of the 
rocks were rent in pieces, and their 
broken fragments made an horrid ap- 
peatance : What a ſubject of ſpecula- 


15 now oF my . nd the che 
more inland parts, where I beheld the 
ſame havock made among the trees, 
beaſts, and birds, but no hurt done 
SE It 1 to 


| 


to the remains of the palace'; which 1 | 


ſuppoſe owed its ſecurity from the ge- 
neral deſolation, to the lowneſs of it. 
But I muſt confeſs I trembled for the 

ſtatue of the ſun, though I knew. not 
why z for what was it to me, whether 


it ſtood or fell? As ſoon as I came 


near enough, 1 ſaw it was ſafe; and was 


far from wege Aalen that it was Mo. 


87 now ee a ih þ ende 
city. gratified my: curioſity in 
ſearching among the ancient ruins and 
exploring the contents of them, I ſpent 
my time in my little domeſtic concerns, 
my devotions, and reading the few books 
that I found in my cheft. 
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T rife. at ohy annna! 75 zation of tbe 
Indians, ſhe intends to conceal-berſelf in 


the ſubterranean . Paſſage ;/ 3. reſobves to 
convert the Indians; Takes ber Malter 
in the body of the idol. dle ee 


Seel Zet d 
** time now. drew pretty near 
when the Indians were to come to 
pay their annual viſit to the idol of the 
ſun. This refle&ion put me upon 
thinking how I ſhould ſecrete myſelf 
during that day. I was indeed informed 
dy the hermit's manuſcripr, that he con. 
tented himſelf with ſtaying within his 
cell, and forty years had found that pre- 
caution ſufficient for his concealment , 
but till I was afraid to follow his ex- 
d. I 1 ample. 
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ample. Perhaps my being a woman 
made me more timerous. That, thought 
I, which has never happened may poſ- 
fibly arrive, and if prudence'teaches us 


always to avail ourſelves of the beſt 


means in our power, I ought rather to 


ſecrete myſelf in the ſubterraneous paſ- 
ſage, a place in which I ſhall certainly 
be leſs liable to be found; and cer- 
tainly unuſed by the hermit, only be- 
cauſe. unknown to him; for I found no 
mention of it, and moſt undoubtedly he 
would not have paſſed over, in ſilence, 
ſuch an extraordinary diſcovery. The 
eircumſtance of the two bolts within 


ſide of the iron door, which opened 


into the paſſage, confirmed my opinion 


in the fitneſs of this aſylum, as by 
their means ea falten a 1 
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I had no 5 ſooner made my fixed Yet! 


termination to retire ' to this place, 


but a very ſtrange thought aroſe in my 
mind. It was nothing leſs than this, 
to aſcend into the hollow idol, ſpeak . 


to the Indians from thence, and endea- 


vour to convert them from their ido- 
latry. A bold attempt! not raſhly to 
be undertaken, I weighed this for ſe- 
veral days in my mind. As the man- 
ner of my education had afforded me 
an opportunity of learning ſeveral of 


the Indian dialects, ſo as to ſpeak. 


them with the utmoſt eaſe, I thought 


it very probable they might ſpeak ſome 


one of them; and the conſtruction of 


the image, as before obſerved, was ſuch, 
that if they came within any tole- 
rable diſtance of it, I ſhould diſcover. 
whether TI underſtood them or not. 
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It the latter, it would remain only 1 


me to be ſilent; but if I ſhould un- 


derſtand their language, I thought the 
extraordinarineſs of the event, my 


ſpeaking to them, would appear mira- 
culous, fill them with awe, and preju- 
dice their minds greatly i in favour of what 
I ſhould ſay to them. 1 further ſtrength- 
ened my reſolution with this reflection, 


that an attempt to teach the knowledge 
of the true God to thoſe who know 


him not, was laudable, and might not 
want a providential ſanction. As to | 


the human means, I knew I was tole- 
rably well principled in the theory of 
religion, by my uncle's great fs K | 
already mentioned. ene E 


With reſpect; to the . 1 very 
well knew that they are generally of 
a do- 
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a docile diſpoſition, and that if you 
once convince them that your inten- 
tions towards them Are friendly, no 
people are more grateful ; nor are there 
any in whom you can, ſafely, place a 
gteater confidence. Again I conſidered, 
that if I ſhould hereafter judge it pru- 
dent to diſcover myſelf to 'them; and 
to go and live among them, 'that' my 
tawny complexion would be ſome 
recommendation. Suppoſing all this 
ſhould take place, I thought that though 
it might not open a way to my return 
to Europe, yet it might to my living 
a much happier life, andi give me an 
opportunity of doing abundantly more 
good, than I had the leaſt reaſon to 
think I ſhould ever effect during the 
whole courſe of my life. The more 
I conſidered the affair, the more reſo- 

Hy. lute 
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Jute I became to undertake it. How- 
ever, I was determined to give it a very 
deliberate conſideration. Nay, I even 
made it the ſubject of my prayers, that 
if J might become an inſtrument to 
promote the knowledge and glory of 
God, and the ſalvation and happi- 
neſs of any. of his creatures, might 
have his bleſſing on my endeavours; 
Surely this was not ſuperſtition in one 
who believes in a particular provi- 
dence!! And of this [perſuaſion ſhall no | 
man rob me] Certainly he who! would = | 
divide the belief of a particular prova- 
enge from! religion, deſtwys that 
which he ſhould retain. He takes 
from man that hope which only can 
ſupport him under the viciſſitudes and 
cares of this life. Let a man be tho- 


roughly rere that he bis not the 
the 
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the ſabject of divine care, what can 
r a bun in the hour of affliction ? 7 
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But leaving theſe refleftions * tb thotk 
who are ſo happy as to think, ip! re- 
turn to my hiſtory. 2 reflected that as 
there were ſeveral holes, or ope figs 
in the image, 1 might poſſibly be ſeen 
through them by the Indians, before T 
might have leiſure to judge Whether I 
ſhould addreſs myſelf to them or rot; 3 
which might' be attended with Unfore⸗ 
ſeen conſequences; to my great diſad- 
vantage. To come to a certainty as 
to this material Point, 477 proceeded in 
this manner: I took one of my owns, 
and carried it into the"! {tart 


are, and 
with other things ſo ſtuffed it but, as 
H 4 WO 
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to make it faſt within the idol, and 
to cover all the holes. I then went out 


upon the iſland, and carefully ſurveyed 
the ſtatue round, and found, to my 
great ſatisfaction, that the ſeveral per- 
forations grew narrower as they ap- 
proached the interior part of the ſta- 
tue, and were ſo deep that they caſt a 
ſhadow within themſelves, ſo that up- 


on the neareſt approach it was impoſ- 


ible to ſee into it, without there had 


| been, a light withjn-l -ſide ; however, at 


| leaſt, ] I .could,n not diſtinguiſh my gown; 
and the flare, Was 400, thigh for any, 


perf on to. bring his eyes, or even his 


hangs, near to dhe openings. But for 
fear this deception, might be owing to 
the gown's coyering the holes more 


cloſely than my body could, Look it 
away, and once more went out to make a 
* ſe- 
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ſecond obſervation, and had till the 
pleaſure to find it was impoſſible to ſee 
into the ſtatue at all. 


Though this > was entirely re- 
moved, there ſtill remained another. I 


had diſcovered, as the reader may re- 
member, that ſuch was the wonderful 


mechaniſm of this ſtatue, that the leaſt 
found became very audible. The noiſe 
I might make then at getting into it 
might inſtantly diſcover me; for it was 


reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the viſitants 


would come as near to their idol as 
they could; no doubt afcend the very 
ſteps leading up to it, and being thus 


near muſt needs hear the leaſt noiſe. 


Alarming as this conſideration was, 


ie ſoon. ſubſided. For to avoid the 


 poſſibiliry of this event, I. determined | 
H 5 to 
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to place myſelf in it before their ar- 
rival, and to fit perfectly ſtill till their 
departure, if I ſhould ſee occaſion ; 
or till I ſpoke, if I ſhould find it pro- 


$ + f $ 4 


Per o to do. The image was very 
well contrived to favour my purpoſe; 
there was in it a convenient ſeat, and 
ture. footing for my. feet 6 and which 
alſo luckily ſuited my ſtature, ſo that 
when I fat, my face was directly upon 
2 level with the holes; by which means 
1 could, without changing my poſture, 
fee every thing that was to be ſeen 
through | them, Looking in my Al- 
manack I found that the night preced- 
ing the Thurſday on which the Indians 


were to come, was the time of full- 


moon; and that, therefore, they, very 
probably, would take the advantage ö 


of it to ſet out in the , to be on 
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the iſland early in the morning. Nor 
was my conjecture wrong, as the event 
proved. I thought, therefore, it would 

be prudent in me to take up my reſi- 
dence early in the evening. 
There were now but chree days to 
come before their arrival, during Which, 
I changed my mind, perhaps, as many 
times as there are hours in chat ſpaee. 
This moment I imagined hundreds of 
Indians proſtrate before me with reve - 
rence and attention, whilſt like a law- 
giver, I uttered precepts,” and, like an 
orator;/Gincuicated// them wih ia) voide 
magnifled- almoſt to the loudneſs of 
hunder. At another time my foul 
ſrunk within me at the imagined ngiſe 
* their. dreadful yell; whilft:my ima» 


gination painted to me an enraged 
n & H 6 multitude 


1 
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multitude teating down, in their fury, 

branches of trees with which to ſur- 
| round the _— . to burn me 
| „„ 92, 4 m1: 
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| As one, or other of theſe thoughts 


prevailed, I reſolved for ar againſt, the 
| undertaking. At laſt, with more than 
female reſolution, I determined on the 
i | attempt, and from that moment forti- 
fied my mind, and checked every rifing 
1 fear. This was on the morning of the 
| preceding day of their coming. Out 
| of the few clothes which I had, I choſe 
| thoſe which I thought would make the 
leaſt ruſtling, and were the leaſt bulky. 
1 thought one ſhell- lamp would be ſuf- 
ficient, and that I would put that out, 


| 13 ſhould take Tn ae bar with 
1 So, 3117 ; it; : | be m 8. 5 


when I came to the foot of the ſtatue, 
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me. As I intended to get into the 
ſtatue at night, and knew not how ma- 
ny hours I might be obliged to con- 
tinue there the next day, I put a few 
roots into my pocket, and as I had no- 
thing but ſhells to take any water in 
with me, and was afraid I might drop 
them, and make a noiſe, I contented my- 
ſelf with ſome ripe "limes: and other 
moiſt fruits, of which there was plenty 
on the iſland. When the evening came 
on, having firſt performed ſome par- 
ticular devotions on the occaſion, I fer. 
out, and as ſoon as I had got low 
enough down the ſtairs, I faſtened the 
two bolts of the door after me. I 
ſhould” have obſerved that before I ſer 
out, I concealed every thing I had up 
and down in holes, which TI covered 
up cloſe with ſtones, fo. as nothing 

. 2 could 
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could be perceived, that in caſe any 
of the Indians ſhould chance to wander 
into my apartments, they ſhould diſ- 
cover nothing that might prompt them 


to ſuppoſe that au ne creature in- 


habited e. 


When 1 came to * foot of the 
ſtatue I pulled off my ſhoes, and left 
them there, that I might not make any 
noiſe. with them in changing my poſ- 
ſture as J fat. Though my ſituation 
was dark within, yet as the moon ſhone 
very bright, I had a very agreeable proſ- 
pect of the iſland. , My mind was too 
buſy to falfer me to ſleep ; - the ex- 


pectation of the events of the coming 


day engroſſed all my thoughts. I 
hoped, 1 feared,” I trembled, I prayed. 
For a moment J -refolved to deſcend, 
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and give up the enterprize'; again, 
much courage revived, and I was a 
heroine. The conſciouſneſs of the pu- 
rity of my intention, and the goodneſs 
of my deſign, prevailed over every other 
thought, and I became calm and de- 
termined. Whilſt I thus fat waiting 
for the arrival of the Indians, and ob- 
ſerving the ſigns of approaching day, 
a ſudden clap of thunder broke juſt 
over my head; the introduction to a 
more violent hurricane than that which 
I had lately ſeen. This was accompa- 
nied with an earthquake that ſhook the 
whole iſland, and I expected every mo- 
ment that I ſhould be ſwallowed up, 
or, at the beſt, that the ſtatue would be 
overturned with myſelf in it. I now 
trembled indeed, and all my courage 
failed. The ſtorm ſtill continuing, 1 
art 
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It was darkneſs all around me, and 


at laſt, made ſhift to deſcend the airs, 
and being arrived in the paſſage, I fat 
down on the ground, unable to 80. far 
into. it. rx: Beit Mön ie wy | 


1 could not find my lamp and tinder- 


box. | The earthquake ſtill conti- 


nued, as I perceived by the. motion of 


the ground beneath me. 1 thought it 


could not be long before I ſhould be 
buried alive in the earth; and there- 
fore, as well as my diſturbed ſpirits 


would permit, recommended myſelf in- 


to the hands of God. 
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C HAP. x. 


Finds berſelf unable 10 10 2 cut of th, 


idol; after deſpairing of extricating | ber- 
lf, : forces open the paſſage ; and. p- 
ceives the earthquake had arme ber 
habitation. 4.29 e? 1696-98 


"I this melancholy. Knee did I 
continue for ſome hours, when 1 


3 >» 


ſuppoſed the earthquake was over; for 


I no longer! felt the motion of it: But 
the thunder ſill continued, yet with 


leſs violence, and the claps were not 


ſo frequent. L got up, and once more 


| aſcended into the image, ſaw no ap- 


pearance of the Indians, and ſuppoſed 


that they would not be able to come at 


all at that time. Whilſt I fat here, I 


per- 
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perceived the earth to ſhake again, and 
I once more deſcended into the paſ- 
ſage, determined at all events to get out 
of it, and, if poſſible, once more, to 
gain my cell; for I ſhuddered at the 
thoughts of being buried alive where I 
was, which I had but too much reaſon 
to fear. I even got over the fear of 
the Indians coming, and diſcovering 
of me, with the bopes that my com- 


plexion and the advantage of ſpeaking 
their language, which I little feared but 


I ſhould underſtand, would recommend 
me to their favour. And with re- 
ſpect to the ſtorm, I might poſſibly 
eſcape without any hurt; and at the 
— I thought it would be better to 


je by a blaſt of lightning, or by the 
ate of thunder, chan o be buried 
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alive in the earth, and very likely be 


ſeveral days in 9 


I ſhould have been. W to have 
found my lamp; but as I could not, 
I groped my way as well as I could 
to the ſtairs, which led up to the trap- 
door, which, having reached, I endea> 
voyred to unbolt; but as the bolts 
were large and very ruſty, they gave 
me a great deal of trouble and much 
pain, forced the ſkin off my hands, 
and made em Wet _ 2 
ee dak 1 dot what 
was my terror at finding it would not 
give way! I was perſuaded that I had 
unbolted it; and therefore concluded; 
in my mind, that the earthquake had 

eyetturned ſame of the earth above, 
| and 
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and covered it over. It is "impoſtible 
to deſcribe the agony of my mind; | 
concluded myſelf loſt, that I was en- 
tombed alive, and that 1 ſhould. miſe- 
rably periſh with hunger and thirſt. 
Fear added ſtrength, and I again and 
again made' the utmoſt efforts to raiſe 
the door up, but in 'vain ; I did but 


increaſe; my pain, and exhauſt my 
ſtrength, till I was unable to make a 


7 


farther trial. 66 8 lieb 
* Now Jnendfal my ſituation ! no other 
proſpect before me but that of a cer- 


tain lingering death! I ſat a long time 


on the ſtairs in the moſt melancholy 


condition. I endeavoured to pray, but 
could not; at laſt I did, when; a little 
more compoſed; I got up to look at 


(hav: — which I never expected to 


enjoy 
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enjoy again with an open freedom. I 
was ſatisfied as I crept along, that the 
earthquake was over. When I was 
got into the ſtatue, I found that the 
thunder and lightning ſtill continued. 
What would I not have given in that 
moment, to have been expoſed to its 
utmoſt violence! I moſt ardently wiſh- 
ed for the coming of the Indians, who 
happily might prove the inſtruments 
of my deliverance. But this was ras. 
ther the wiſh of deſpair than a proba. 
ble event; for how ſhould they know 
where to find the door, ſuppoſing them 
preſent and diſpoſed to ſeek it? Tired 
with fitting here, or rather with my 
own tormenting thou ghts, I once more, 
I knew not why, deſcended into the 
paſſage; but what comfort was I to 
find there? As I got to the bottom 
21111} | | of 
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of the ſtairs my foot ſtruck againſt ſome- 
thing, which, upon feeling, I found 
to be my tinder- box, and by it my lamp. 


A ſecret joy ſpread through my heart. 


This I inſtantly checked with this re- 
flection, What comfort, ſaid I to myſelf, 
can 1 to ſuch a wretch as 1 

doomed to periſh in this place? 


| 4 now upbraided myſelf with my own 


folly... Why did I undertake this rafh, 
hazardous enterpfize ? Could che poor 


hermit, content himſelf forty years in 


his. lonely cell, and was I fo ſoon weary 


of it 2 All the favours of providence 


are now loſt upon me. I might have 
lived with ſome degree of comfort, but 


now muſt periſh miſerably. I have: by 


my raſhneſs ſinned againſt: the mercy 


of heaven, and now muſt die without 
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Thus did I indulge the ſevereſt 
reflections on my own conduct. At 
laſt I thought I would once more 
look at my priſon-door, but with no 
hopes of eſcape. For this purpoſe 1 
ſtruck fire, and lighted my lamp, 
and having reached the door, I care= 
fully examined the bolts, which I 
thought I diſcovered to be not quite 
drawn back ; this gave me a little 
hope. I tried one of them with much 
pain, for my hands were very fore, and 
at laſt it gave back a little; now my 
hopes were quite revived, and gave me 
' freſh ſtrength to attempt the other, 
and was again ſucceſsful, and ſo hap- 
py as to raiſe the door up. Thus had 
my miſtake procured all this uneafineſs 
to me; and how many of our miſeries 
do often flow from our miſtakes? 1 
3 | now 
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i4 
| 
| 
| 
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now once more beheld the open air in free- 
dom, if ſuch can be ſaid of one who was 
confined in a ſmall iſland bounded by 
the ſea. I thanked God or my deliver- 
ance, and as the day was declining, 
I intended, to make haſte to my cell, 
but found freſh ruins to interrupt 
my way. Thoſe remains of the pa- 
lace which J left ſtanding but the day 
before, were now thrown down ; not 
one had eſcaped the violence of the 
earthquake, not even excepting the 
cell I inhabited. 1 had reaſon, in- „ 
deed, to be very thankful for my con- 
finement in the ſubterraneous paſſage, 
to which, in all probability, I owed 
my not having periſhed in my cell. 
But one misfortune I ſtill ſuſtained, the 
want of an apartment above ground. 
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The thoughts of living under- ground 
were very diſagreeable; but no better 
thabitation remained for me. It was 

well for me, that I had the precaution to 
remove my few effects out of my cell, 
which by the fall of it might have been 
deſtroyed, but which I found ſafe where 
Thad depofited them. I took ſome pro- 
viſions, and ſome more lamps and fat, in 
order to render my dark abode as light 
as I could, and with an heavy heart re- 
turned back to the place I had left but a 
little while before, not thinking I ſhould 
ever have made it the voluntary place 
of my reſidence, if indeed 1 may e 
voluntary; for it was neceſlity, not a 

free choice, that jed me thither. Hav- 
ing entered by the door and faſtened i it, 
I lighted five other lamps, with that 1 
| carried in my hand ready Tis ghted, but 
Vo L. I. | I theſe 
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x * 


theſe were not ſufficient to take-off the 
gloomineſs of the place. I had no bet- 
ter lodging than the bare ground; for 
it was too late to furniſh myſelf with 
leaves. 


J A melancholy Fon this ! and 
ſcarcely was I able to bear it; but 1 
ſummoned every thing that could give 
me comfort, or inſpire me with for- 
titude. Among other things I con- 
ſidered that it was in every reſpect bet- 
ter than being on the ground above, 
expoſed to the air and other accidents z 
that here, at leaſt, was a ſafe retreat; 
that my diſtreſs was neither owing to 
my own ſin or folly ; and that, above 


all, no. place is excl uded from the 
preſence of God; that his providen- 
tial exe was fil watchin g over me, and 
"Bs 4 74: that | 
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that I was under his protection. Hav- 
ing taken ſome refreſhment, which I 
greatly needed, and ſaid my prayers, 
I laid me down in one of the apart- 
ments here, already mentioned, with 
all my lamps burning, and, being to- 
lerably compoſed in my mind, and 
very weary and heavy, having had 
no reſt the night W I * faſt 
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A. FOR 2s 1 e I: got up, mid 
finding two of my lamps yet burn- 

ing, I took one of them, walked to the 
ſtairs that Ted up to the ſtatue, which I 
aſcended, and found the ſun had been 
«riſen ſome time, and that it was 
a very fine calm morning. I had 
not been here long before I heard a pro- 
digious noiſe of voices, when looking 
forwards, I diſcovered a great number 
of * approaching, at ſome diſ- 
n tance. 


Ro e RE e 


— „ * 
* 8 ee Eh no ater xs cw 
W. . 1 RY, HAAR 


AMERICAN. 273 


tance. The noiſe and ſight of them 
ſtartled me at firſt; but recovering my- 


ſelf from the ſurprize, my former in- 


tention of ſpeaking to them 'reviveds 
and I was the more confirmed in my 


reſolution to do ſo from a conſideration 


of the almoſt impoſſibility of living 
long under ground. Therefore firſt 
commending myſelf to God, and my 


intention, I waited for a favourable op- 


portunity ; in the mean time fitting: as, 


ſtill as poſſible... 


There was a great number of them, 
men, women, and children, who as. 
they drew nearer formed themſelves, as, 
it were, into ranks, the oldeſt men firſt, 
then the younger, after theſe the eldeſt 
women, and the eee laſtly the 
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children, (no infants) boys and girls, 
the laſt of which brought up the rear. 
But I ſhould have obſerved that the 


whale-- body of them was preceded -by 
ſix old men, their prieſts, with a very 


old man at their head, ſo feeble with 
age that he was ſupported by two others. 


As ſoon as they had formed themſelves 


in this manner, they came on very ſlowly, 


and with a profound filence. This flow 


march greatly favoured me, and gave 


me time to be thoroughly compoſed 
and fortified. I ſuppoſed their reaſons 
were partly reverence, and partly to fa- 
vour their ancient feeble high-prieſt ; 


for ſuch he was to the ſun. Each of 
the prieſts had a ſmall golden image 


ſuſpended at his breaſt, and a golden 
coronet. The high prieſt the ſame, 


only.that his coronet was much larger; 


he 
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he had beſides a long ſtaff in his tight 
hand, with an image of the ſun upon the 
top hy it _ of gold. 


Having approached within a few 


yards of the ſtatue, they all ſtopt; - when 


the high prieſt, and the fix others, 
with the whole aſſembly, very devoutly 


proſt. rated themſelves to the earth three 
times: all of them continued proſtrate 


on the ground, except the ſix prieſts, 


who each kneeled on both his Knees, 
whilſt the high-prieſt kneeled only upon 
one. The high Prieſt then begun to 
fing a a kind of hymn, in praiſe 15 the 
ſun, as God, Joined ſoon. after by the 
prieſts, and, taſtiy, as in a chorus, by 
the whole aſſembly. The found of 
theit voices Was ſo increaſed by the 
+4 4 11 4 " 5 — make 
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make of. the ſtatue, that I was u 
able to. bear Is; $15 n fe + 


I ſtill kept filence ; not thinking it as 
yet a proper time to interrupt them. 
When this part of their worſhip was. 
over, they all ſood, and:the bigh- prieſt 
made an addreſs to the ſun, in a very 
low feeble voice, which yet I copld 
hear very, plainly, and to my great joy 
and encouragement, perlectiy under- 
ſtood. The purport of it was to ae- 
knowledge him as the author of all 
things, the ſupport of all, and the 
giver of all things, with praiſes naturally 

reſultingg from ſi uch acknowledgments. 
Then each of the priefts, in his turn, 
offered 1 up a kind of prayer for long life, 
_— ſucceſs i in bunting and fiſhing, 

IN he addreſs of the bigh: prieſt 
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was truly great and elevated, and a 
pleaſing ſimplicity and a ftrvency of 
devotion ran through the prayers of 
the prieſts, which they delivered very 
diſtinctly and audibly. When the prieſts 
had finiſhed their parts, the whole af 
ſembly, which had hitherto obſerved a 
profound ſilence, except in the chorus, 
begun theirs. A confuſed diſharmoni- 
ous noiſed enſued; for each had a pe- 
tition to offer up, whilſt like the prieſts 
of Baal, they cried as loud as they 
could, as if their God was a great. Way 
off, or deaf, and could not hear them. 


In theſe ſupplications even the children. 
e wat EI 1 vn 1874 
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6 PB now übel n begun again, 
but in a very different manner than be- 
fore, who ſtood, as did the reſt, and 
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very pathetically lamented the long 
ſilence of the oracle, and, in a kind of 
agony, intreated that anſwers might be 


again given to them. He ceaſed at 


times, when each of the other prieſts, 


in his turn, continued the ſame com- 
plaint, and the ſame intreaties. Every 
time that one of the prieſts ſtopped, 


the whole company made great lamen- 
tations, attended with moſt dreadful 
yells. The ſeven prieſts having finiſhed 


this laſt part, a general and — 
mes — 


1 . was r to denk 
chiaking I could not have a better 


= opportunity, when the high-prieft 


gave: me a much fairer occaſion ; for, 
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as bel could, he cried, or 1 in a 


Ay of mand 2E 


WnoO 15 — BUT THE Sun? 


To whom 1 e replied, in 
ſo very loud, yet equally. diſtinct, a 
voice, that it ecchoed back again from 
the end of the iſland, % afy a 


HI wao MADE THE" ee 


1 muſt Akncsiedge 1 trembled When 


1 had done, and was even ſorry 1 


had ſpoken, though truly and pro- 


perly; yet I rightly concluded that 
I muſt proceed No ſooner had I ut- 


tered theſe words, but the lay-afſem- 


bly leaped up from the ground, as 
it frantick with joy, and with loud 


2 and ſtrange geſtares, expreſ- 
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fed: the tranſports they felt; and then 
all fell proſtrate, whilſt the prieſts, 
with more decency and gravity, pro- 
foundly bowed * their bodies, three 
times, 24 the Yor. earth, 


3 N 


And no- the following eg 


h 1 
a 


commenced between the high- prieſt and 


me, the people obſerving the whole 
time a ſolemn ſilenſe. 
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High- Pricf, . Vo then is * 
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n „He who always Was, i, 
06: and erer will be.” „ 
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kurs vrt «w here doe, he dell? P? 


> 


f 


* 4 2 1 
4 2 


e en PRO in- 


8 Run here preſent every where; for 


"WM 


> OS —̃ > ao ys 94 en 


A ME RIC AN. 187 


<« he filleth heavem and earth with his 
«© preſence He ſees all things; knows 
all things; for he made all things, 
and ſupports all things, 2 his py 
which is boundleſs. “! 


Higb-Prieſt. Can we ſee him py 


Anſwer. ©< No; for no man can foe Þ 
God whilſt 2 lives.“ 


0 


* 


11 High-Pricf. 15 Shall a 5 him 
after we are dead.? 


Anſwer. © Yes; all good men ſhall 
« ſee him, and be happy with him Z 
« but every wicked; man will; be ba- 
** niſhed from his * and be mi- 
ſerable.“ ä Ll 
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High- 
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Aub. Prigh. wp boi is a A cn man?“ 


45 


e * He . believen' in \ God, 
« who loves and obeys him, and does 
cc by every man as he would be done 
ec af 


High- t. ”M Who is a wicked 


« man? 1 7 


Anſwer. « He who does not believe 


in God, love, and obey him; and he 
who does not do by every one as he 
3 66 nn. done . 25 


£ o 


Fe 
- 
1 f 1 & ff * 


Here aer a wort fence, he con. 
wen hir — Va ic 


High-Pric Are $4 a God? 2 


* ; LS * 0 
2 7 + 4 Anſeer. 


= * 3 * a 
= - 7 * 9 7 2 1 8 * S 
/ * N WW . 
— nd * 2 . ; " > 4 IT 
* e 
; * 
1 — 


n 25 n oro RH ere 3 
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cc hear, as I do.” 


Hel- Puig. Who are e you then 22 43 


Though I ad not mean to ünpoc | 
myſelf upon them as God, and had 
declared I was not God, yet 1 
| thought it neceſſary to check this queſ- 
tion, judging it as yet too ſoon to de- 
clare myſelf, and . n 


Ae „Do not aſk ; far ; I | will 
«© not anſwer to any . but as 
I ſee proper.“ 


0 2 
7 8 Fa 
H1 L EE 


I At 


8+ The FEMALE 


At this inſtant our dialogue was 
ſtrangely ſtopt, and I was greatly ſur- 
prized to ſee the whole aſſembly throw 
themſelves upon the ground, tear, and 
beat themſelves, venting their grief in 
cries and unintelligible accents; the 
prieſts behaving as madly as- they: 
Whilſt I beheld this extraordinary 
change with a concern and' ſurprize 
that prevented my ſpeaking to them, 
they all ran, away, except the high- 
prieſt, who was too feeble, as faſt as 
they could towards the ſea-fide. 


Fer my own part my ideas were ſo 


ceonfuſed upon this occaſion, that I was 


incapable of thought. What have 1 
aid, at laſt cried I, within myſelf, that 
could thus terrify theſe people? I pauſed, 
and as my cuſtom is on all ſudden and 
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extraordinary events, endeavoured to 


withdraw my attention from all outward 
things, and recollect my mind within 
me; and now happily 1 gueſſed. the 
cauſe, as the event proved. I had told. 
them JI was neither the God I had de- 
ſcribed, nor the ſun, whom they believed 
to be God, and yet refuſed to inform. 
them who I was.; yet I muſt have ap- 
peared to them to be more than a mere 
mortal, and recollecting that it was an, 
opinion, common among the _untaught 
Indians, to believe that there are two 
beings, the one good and the other 
evil, anſwering, to God and the Devil 
with us Chriſtians, therefore, from 
their ſudden ſtrange behaviour, I con- 
cluded, that they apprehended I muſt:be 
the latter, the evil being whom they 
dreaded, and therefore. fled. . This, de- 
5 Nig termined. 


156 The FEM A LE: 


termined the conduct 1 was to purſue. 


I therefore immediately called to the 


high-prieſt, who lay on the ground, 
Y * and learn to be wile And _ 


% S#* 


But men that he eontittiel mo- 
3 and not knowing but he might be 
dead, I extended my voice to the higheſt 


piteh I could, depending on the me- 


chaniſm of the ſtatue, for its reaching 
do the ears of the affrighted multitude; 


and thus called after them: Return, 


« am not the evil being whom ye 
« dread ; return and provoke nie not, 
« to aeſtroy you, before you can n reach 


416 44 
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1 know not whether the caſuiſts may 
Juſtify this artifice from ſin; but to 
me it 8 expedient, and was ſuc- 


ceſsfully 


9 


AMERICAN. 157 


ceſsfully adapted to their fears, for they 


immediately halted, and began ſlowly to 


return back. At this inſtant, perceiving 
the high-prieſt to move, I repractiſed 
the ſame artifice on him: -** Ariſe” ſaid 
I, * and I will neither deſtroy you, nor 
<« the people; but if you would pro- 


cure my favour, encourage them 


% to return, and to attend to my i in- 
© ſtructions.“ a 


He immediately aroſe; and turning 
to the people, beckoned to them to come. 
forwards. This encouraged them to. 
come again to their former ſtation; 


when he ſaid to them, The oracle will 
« not hurt c you: but he will be heard.“ 


This was as TIwviſhed: but, obſerving 


the ſigns of fear ſtill ſtrongly ſtampt 


upon . I thus addreſſed them: 


s Fear 


f . 
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$81 Fear not, I am not the evib 
being; and if you will hearken to 
by 8 he ſhall never hurt you.” 

\iTheſe- words hadithe defired effect; 
n immediately appeared calm and 
pleaſed, bowing to the earth with pro- 
found reverence, After this the high - 
prieſt ſpoke to me, wich a trembling 
voice. | 


Es. Fri cc Win you ; protect us 
« from the evil being, that he may not. 
007 hurt nr. 


——— 0 God. Ine hath all power 
« only, and who is good and gracious, 
vill protect you, and will not ſuf- 
< fer the evil dans to hurt We 


11 


High Pil. 
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_ High-Prief.: © But muſt we not pray 


* to the evil being not to hurt us?” 


Anſwer. ** No; you muſt pray to 
* God only.“ "2 

Higb- Prieſt. Muſt we not pray to 
66 the Sun! 8 


Auſer. No; for he was made by 
God, to give you light's and heat, and 
15 bas wür 


Hgb- Priel. * Wil he not 10 angry 
<< then, and leave us in the dark.“ 


Anſwer, © No look at that tree 
«on your right hand, you know it 
grows, bears leaves and fruit; do 
<,-you think it can ſee, or 8 or un- 
=. derſtand ? 


Higù-Prieſt. 


place to place, as you do: 


4 


— . 
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Anſwer. Can it move about from 


dos 


HFligb-Prieſt. 1 8 not £2 


Anſwer, © I told you before that 
“God made all things; the ſun is one 


of. thoſe. things which he hath made 
* by his great power, and hath fixed 


<« it in the air, but it cannot move 


« from place to place, by any power 
<< that it hath in itſelf, as you can, but 


* is moved as God pleaſes. It can 


8 


* 


neither ſee, hear, ſpeak, nor think 
as you can, who therefore art a more 
excellent creature than the ſun, and 
therefore muſt not worſhip him, for 
he was made for your uſe, any more 
n than 
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% than you ſhould worſhip that tree, 
«+ becauſe it does you good by bear- 
ing fruit for you to eat nor muſt 
„ you worſhip any other creature you 
<< -fee, for the ſame reaſon; © becauſe 
te they are all made by God for your 
« uſe, and he hath given them to 
Md 1 | 


NN 


CC 


N 


* 


| Abs, Bag. 9 Did God ſend you to 


«© teach us? 


n He a "_ me oma —_ 
«© I will _ * 


A. it was now kigh noon, -1 thought 
they might want to refreſh themſelves, 
and therefore ſaid, ** You may now eat 
and drink, and then J will ſpeak to 
you again.“ The whole aſſembly 

1 then 
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then bowed themſelves, with great re- 
verence, three times to the ground, and 
then ſat down to eat and drink. 


I was. myſelf very glad to have a 


little time, to conſider how I ſhould 


proceed on this extraordinary occaſion. 


Whilſt T took ſome refreſhment myſelf, 
J reflected very deliberately upon this 


important buſineſs I had undertaken, 
and prayed to God that T might be 


the means of inſtructing them in 


; the truth, and'bring them, happily, to 


the knowledge of Chriſtianity. | But as 
this affair required a very mature de- 
liberation, I thought it would be beſt to 
diſmiſs, them at this time, and order 


ſome of them to come again the next 
week. As ſoon then as I found that 
they had finiſhed their _— I ſaid to 


i - | the 


„ further.“ 
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high-prieſt, I would have you now, 
ce all of you, return home, and you the 
<« prieſts, and as many of you as will, 
“ may come here again this day week, 
but not before, upon pain of my diſ- 
te pleaſure, and then I will inſtruct you 


Upon this they all ſet up a ſhout of 
joy, and having made their obeiſances as 
before, returned back to the ſhore, in 
a reverſed order from that they came in; 
for now the children walked firſt, the 
grown people next, and the prieſts laſt, 
carrying the high; prieſt with them. 


End of Vo L. I. 
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Reputable Circulating Libraries. 
Noveniber 8, 1766, 


E, Proprietors of Circulating Libraries, 
finding it impoſſible to continue the 
Buſineſs of Lending Books to Read on the late 
low Terms of Subſcription, with the ſame De- 
gree of Reputation to ourſelves, and Satisfac- 
tion to the Public, as we did at a time when 
neither ſo great a number of New Books were 
publiſhed, nor the Demand for them ſo great as 
now, bave been compelled to advance the Sum 
of one Shilling on our Quarteriy, and Eighteen 
Pence on our Yearly Subſcribers, in order to 
avoid the diſagreeable Alternative of throwing 
up that Branch of Buſineſs, which hath fo ma- 
ny Years been a Source of Amuſement, and, we 
will venture to add, Inſtruction to the Public, or 
of ſuffering it to languiſh through a want of a 
proper Supply of New Books, ſo eſſentially ne- 
ceſlary to its Credit and Support. And whereas, 
we have experienced the moſt chearful Com- 
pliance from our Subſcribers in the Payment 
of the trifling Sum ſo reaſonably advanced up- 
on them ; we hereby (each for himſelf) take 
this Opportunity of aſſuring them in particular, 
and the Public in general, that no Pains nor 
Expence in our Power ſhall be wanting to ren- 
der our reſpective Libraries (in point of Utility, 
Extenſiveneſs, and Amuſement) of ſuch Ad- 
vantage over all others, who ſhall continue to 
lend at the d Price (if any ſuch ſhould be 
2 found) 
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found) as ſhatl more than compenſate for the 
ſaving of ſo inconſiderable a Sum as that above- 
mentioned, ſince they may be aſſured that it 
is our moſt ſerious Intention to purchaſe for 
the Uſe of our Subſcribers without Exception, 
a much larger Quantity and greater Variety of 
New Books than can poſſibly be furniſhed by 
any One lending at leſs than 


Four Shillings per Quarter, 
Twelve Shillings per Year, 


Francis Noble, near Middle-Row, Holbourn. 

John. Noble, St Martin's-Court, Leiceſter-Square. 
William Bathae, near Exeter-Change, Strand. 
Thomas Lownds, Fleet-Street. f 

T. Vernor and J. Chater, Ludgate-Hill. 

T. Jones, May's- Buildings, St. Martins-Lane. 
William Cooke, Queen- Street, May- Fair. 


